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August, 2008

From the Desk of LION GREG

Thank you! I know this is the most fitting way to start this communication. Donations from Lions Clubs were up for the 2007-2008 fiscal year and I’ve had many Lions contact me to provide feedback, suggestions and encouragement during my first seven months at Leader Dog. Thank you! Without the support of Lions, Leader Dog couldn’t continue the great work we do together.

The excitement is building as we finalize plans for Summer Visits. I am looking forward to meeting many of the District Governors, Vice District Governors and Leader Dog Chairs. We are ready to wow! you with an overview of our new initiative “Growing the Dream” which will allow us to help more of the 10 million people in the United States who are visually impaired and in need of our assistance. 
You will be seeing new recognition programs along with fundraising ideas and a new website with an area dedicated to our Lions supporters. Communication will be key in reaching our “Growing the Dream” goal set for the upcoming year, so we’ll continue to send information to clubs via The Mane Event and quarterly reports. But we’re not stopping there. On the new website that is launching in late summer, there will be a section devoted solely to Lions. This will allow us to communicate in a fast, cost effective manner that will benefit us all.

I know that together, Leader Dog and Lions can continue to grow the dream that the Uptown Lions Club visualized so many years ago. Partner with us as we push forward to continue to provide free, life enhancing services that allow people who are visually impaired to experience more freedom and independence. Join us in “Growing the Dream.”
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Mission Moment

“God has given a very special gift in these dogs. Given so much mobility without having to ask a sighted person for assistance.” - Lion Peggy Yats
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Who’s Coming Through Our Doors Today?

We are very lucky to have Lions members from all over the world visit us. For some it is the first time they get to see our facilities, dogs and staff. For others, it may be the 10th or 11th visit to our campus. All Lions are welcome to tour our facility. To make arrangements, call us at 888-777-5332 or send an email request to leaderdog@leaderdog.org. Please allow two weeks notice so we can make proper arrangements for a tour guide.

We were recently privileged to host a tour for Lion Ashok R. Shah of Nadiad, Gujarat, India. Lion Shah is Joint Cabinet Secretary of Lions District 323-F-1. He also serves as Secretary for the Blind People’s  Association of India which is supported by Lions Clubs. He is pictured at right with LDB team member Jeff Cruitt and Leader Dog-in-training “Leo,” a golden retriever, along with Lion Shah’s grandsons.

Lions and friends from three Ontario Lions Clubs - Blenheim Centennial Lions Club, Belle River Lions Club, and Chatham Lions Club - visited Leader Dog on June 14th. The tour was organized by Lion Mickey  Puddicomb, a LDB graduate and former LDB board member. Along with Leader Dog “Emerson,” Mickey serves as Leader Dog Chair for District A-1 (Southwestern Ontario). During the visit, Lion Margaret Hutchinson of the Belle River Lions  presented a club pin and signed banner, which will be added to the collection on display in the LDB kennel tack room. The group also presented LDB with a check for the funds raised from the bus trip.

Lions from District A-1 (Southeastern Ontario) toured Leader Dog facilities on July 19th. Led by District Governor Don McKessock, our Canadian brothers and sisters were treated to a first rate tour by LDB team members Ken Britton and Eric Berger.

Lion Nancy Thompson of the Port Lavaca Evening Lions Club (2-S4, Texas) visited Leader Dog on July 24 for a tour. Lion Nancy’s club made a generous supplemental donation to Leader Dog which she presented to Lion Greg Grabowski during her visit along with a certificate of appreciation and a District 2-S4 pin.

Lions & Leader Dog Get Recognized

Lions Nancy Tokarz with Future Leader Dog “Avereigh,” Joanne McDonald with FLD “Maggie,” Greg Grabowski, Rod Haneline, Marsha Katona with Leader Dog “Minor,” and Bill & Leslie Hall with FLD “Cinder” joined 46 other Leader Dog puppy raisers at the Michigan state capitol on June 17th to promote the message of equal opportunity for everyone. The volunteer raisers and their Future Leader Dogs were recognized from the House and Senate floors and tributes were presented to LDB on behalf of the House of Representatives, the Senate, and Governor   Jennifer Granholm.

Raising Money for Raising Puppies

It could be said that the Lions of Pennsylvania District 14-M have a strong case of “puppy love,” many have raised Leader Dog puppies over the past 25 years. In the Hickory Lions Club alone there are four puppy raising families and one breeding stock host home. One of the raisers, Lion Linda Ogburn, is also a LDB puppy counselor. She came to Lionism through the LDB puppy program. As she admits, “We raised our first puppy because my daughter wanted to, she grew up and moved on, I never did.”

Raising a puppy for LDB takes more than time and patience, it takes money. Puppy raisers pay for veterinary care, food, crates and toys out of their own pocket. At times these costs keep a current raiser from getting a new puppy, or keep a potential raiser from volunteering for the program. So the District 14-M Lions stepped in to create a “Puppy Program Fund” to financially assist raisers within their region. “The program allows people to continue to raise puppies that might not be able to afford to,” says Obgurn. “It also assures that every puppy is taken care of in a timely fashion and has all the advantages needed to become a great Leader Dog.”

The LDB puppy raising program is a great way to introduce kids to Lionism and begin to get them involved in your clubs. Recently, Sarah Rankin, a 14-year old puppy raiser that lives in the District 14-M area, gave presentations to eight Lions Clubs explaining what it takes to raise a LDB puppy. Sarah, who is currently raising her 3rd puppy, shows the initiative and community involvement that supports the Lions mission of “We Serve.”
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Host an Event to Benefit Leader Dog

Raising awareness and funds is vital to continuing the excellent work taking place at Leader Dog. Empowering Lions to host an event is an important part of our fundraising process. These events can range in size and complexity, but have the common goal of promoting the mission of Leader Dog.

Wanting to help is an important first step in hosting an event, the second step is letting your imagination run wild to come up with something fun and unique. What about a meat raffle with first prize being 30 T-bone steaks? Or a cook-off, a euchre tournament, or scrap-booking day. The possibilities are only limited by your ideas.

We are here to help with advice and suggestions on event planning. We can promote your event on our web site, supply promotional material and possibly schedule a Leader Dog speaker or “puppy in training” to attend your event. We will do our best to  accommodate your needs.

Guidelines and information can be found on our website or you can call Jane Porter, Donor Relations Specialist at 248-650-7110 ext. 1196.

Summer Visits 2008

Aug 1-Aug 3: District Governors

Aug 15-17: District Governors

Sept 12-14: Leader Dog Chairs

Oct 10-12: Vice District Governors

For information contact Jill Dreissigaker at 248-650-7110 ext. 2051 or jdreissigaker@leaderdog.org.

TOP 20 CLUBS

Rochester Lions 11-A2, MI

Birmingham Lions 11-A2, MI

Shelby Township Lions 11-A2, MI

Clawson Lions 11-A2, MI

Fraser Lions 11-A2, MI

Rockford Lions 11-C1, MI

Flushing Lions 11-D1, MI

Rochester Hills Lions 11-A2, MI

Windsor Downtown Lions A-1, ON

Germantown Lions 12-L, TN

Beverly Hills Lions 11-A2, MI

Bloomfield Lions 11-A2, MI

Plymouth Lions 11-A1, MI

Detroit Northwest Lions 11-A1, MI

Bay City Lions 11-D1, MI

Royal Oak Lions 11-A2, MI

Detroit Renaissance Lions 11-A1, MI

Armada Lions 11-A2, MI

Bloomington Lions 5-M5, MN

Algonac Lions (tied) 11-D2, MI

Warren Lions (tied) 11-A2, MI

TOP 15 MULTI-DISTRICTS

MD-11/SD-10 Michigan

MD-116 Spain

MD-14 Pennsylvania

MD-27 Wisconsin

MD-5M Minnesota, Manitoba & NW Ontario

MD-22 Maryland, Delaware & DC

MD-24 Virginia

MD-25 Indiana

MD-12 Tennessee

MD-26 Missouri

MD-21 Arizona, California

MD-2 Texas

MD-18 Georgia

MD-9 Iowa

MD-32 South Carolina

Who Do You Call?

Eric Berger, Director Donor Services and Lions Relations

Eric is responsible for overall stewardship of Lions including donations and recognition, convention speakers, and summer visits. His phone extension is 1102, his email is eberger @leaderdog.org.

Kathy Stanford, Lions Philanthropy Associate

Kathy processes all Lions donations, sends quarterly reports, and answers questions relating to donations, recognition programs, and general inquiries. Her phone extension is 1112, her email is kstanford@leaderdog.org.

Stacy Benmark, Director of Consumer Services

Stacy handles inquiries regarding students including criteria to attend LDB programs, Lions Clubs sponsorship of students and graduate production reports. Her phone extension is 1105, her email is sbenmark@ leaderdog.org.

Sponsor a Bench $15,000

For information on putting your club name on a bench at Leader Dog contact Roberta Trzos at rtrzos@leaderdog.org
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