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Another year of Summer Visits have come and gone and I’d like to highlight two important messages that Lions heard when they were here. 

First, we truly appreciate the support of all Lions. Every donation is important, whether $20 or $20,000. Lions contributed $2.1 million to Leader Dog last year, about 20% of our operating budget. In this tough economy, Lions raised more than in the previous two years! We are extremely grateful for your tremen-

dous support! Last year we put the word out that we needed

your help – and you responded. Many clubs received “70 for 70”

pins by increasing their donations over the previous year. What a true testament to Lions’ commitment to service those who are visually impaired and blind.

Second, LDB is a “global service and a local project.” This means that when you support LDB, you are supporting people around the world – and right in your own backyard. In our 70 years of service we have placed over 14,000 Leader Dogs in virtually every District in the U.S. and Canada. Right now there are over 1,600 active Leader Dog users in 63 Multi-Districts. Global service, local project. Supporting LDB means you are helping people in your own community.


We want to support your efforts to support Leader Dog. We constantly look for ways to improve processes to serve you better and support your fundraising efforts. One way is to make ordering promotional items easier and more efficient. See inside for a peek at our new, easier-to-use procedure that we will be implementing soon.

Another way we are serving you better is by making improvements to the Lions section of our website. For instance, we have recently added some reports which you will find useful in promoting LDB as a “global service and a local project.” One report lists how many Leader Dogs have been placed in each Multiple District over the past 70 years. Another shows how many people in each Multiple District received services from LDB during the last Lion’s year. If you haven’t been to our website recently, check it out at www.leaderdog.org/lions.

Our Lions Advisory Committee has been instrumental in advising us on how we can best meet the changing needs of Lions Clubs throughout the U.S. and Canada. We are grateful to this dedicated group for their guidance and passionate commitment to our mission (see article on page 2).

We at Leader Dog are proud of our Lions heritage. Thank you for all that you do for the community we serve!

Mission Moment

“My Leader Dogs have changed my life. I am so much more independent, I’d even say ‘fearless.’ Because of my dogs I was able to get through Grad School. Now I work at a small college counseling at-risk students and the kids really enjoy coming to my office because of my dog.” 

Lion Inez “Kay” Love and Leader Dog “Lightning”

Lightning is Kay’s 3rd Leader Dog

Oklahoma District 3-L Lawton Noon Lions Club

Lions Advisory Committee

Lions play a critical role in all aspects of Leader Dog. In recognition of this unique relationship a Lions Advisory Committee, composed of Lions from around North America, has been formed.


The committee’s purpose is to provide guidance and to strengthen the relationship between LDB and Lions Clubs. 


The work done by this committee feeds directly to Leader Dog’s Board of Trustees Philanthropy Committee. The Lions Advisory Committee has already been instrumental in helping LDB update both our recognition program and our strategies for Summer Visits.

Committee members are: 

Lion Debbie Dayton (Chair), MI

PDG Alun Bevan, MI

PDG Dennis Brown, IN

PDG Frank Cunningham, MI

PCS Celia Domalewski, MI

PDG Duane Farnsworth, MI

PDG Harold Geppert, MI

PDG Ed Hashbarger, GA

PDG Paul Hemeryck, MI

Lion Gan Jacobsen, MI

PDG Don McKessock, ON

PDG Bill Menard, AZ

Lion Mike Mercier, MI

Lion Steve Messina, MI

PDG Curtis Norenberg, Ph.D., MN

Lion Jim Platzer, IN

PID Gene Polgar, PA

DG Len Quinn, WI

PID Dave Stoufer, IA

PDG Tom Thompson, MI

RC Nancy Tokarz, 11-A2, MI
News About Your IRA

One Year Reprieve Granted

For 2009, lawmakers have granted a one year reprieve from mandatory IRA withdrawals to IRA investors who are over 70½, and to anyone who has inherited an IRA account. The reprieve is to help investors recover from last year’s dismal market.


Another option lawmakers implemented is allowing investors to donate their IRA withdrawal of up to $100,000 directly to charity. This allows the investor to avoid paying taxes on their withdrawal.


Please call Roberta Trzos, director of personal giving at 248-659-5014 or email her at rtrzos@leaderdog.org to discuss these and other charitable giving options.

So You Need a Leader Dog Speaker

With Multiple District Conventions coming up in the near future, now is the time to get your speaker request to us. 


To aid us in finding the most appropriate speaker for your convention, please supply the following information:

- convention dates and location

- specific speaking assignment (i.e. seminars, key note, Governor’s banquet)

- requestor’s contact information

- what help your district can provide the speaker (i.e. covering the cost of lodging, travel or convention registration; transportation, etc.)


We are currently processing requests for the 2010 convention season. You can submit your request through our website at leaderdog.org/lions/toolkit/speaker, or contact Kathleen Breen at kbreen@leaderdog.org. When using the website, please include all the information listed above in the “Additional Information” section of the form.


Your LD Chair is the best person to contact if you need a speaker for an individual club meeting or event.

Summer Visits Revisited

Over 300 Lions visited Leader Dogs for the Blind during our Summer Visits 2009. This year the visits were held on August 28, 29 and September 11. Various Leader Dog Team members 

provided educational sessions on our financial status, our GPS 

programs, and our traditional dog guide programs. This year the
program also spotlighted a very successful event that was held in 

Kansas. Other highlights included the opportunity to walk blindfolded with a Leader Dog and of course the traditional chili and doughnuts!


Next summer we look forward to inviting First Vice District Governors from select districts. As always there will be an opportunity for any Lion to participate at their own expense. The 2010 visits will be held August 13 and 14 at Leader Dogs for the Blind.

New Procedure to Request Promotional Items

Every year we get thousands of requests for promotional items from Lions Clubs, graduates and puppy raisers who are out spreading the work of Leader Dog. We truly appreciate everyone’s service to LDB and want to support your efforts. However, the sheer volume of requests requires us to update our procedure on handling these requests so we can fulfill them in an efficient and cost effective manner.


The new procedure won’t be in place for several more months, but we wanted to give you a ‘heads up’ on some of the changes. Though we will take requests over the phone, the system will run most efficiently if a majority of requests are submitted through our website. Also, since we already receive most requests with at least three weeks notice, we will be making three weeks our standard lead time to fulfill orders. This allows us to save money by shipping items as inexpensively as possible.


You will be hearing more about this in the next issue of The Mane Event and on our website at leaderdog.org/lions/toolkit/promoitems.

Leader Dog Chair Highlight

Ardie and Ken Klemish—Adair Lions Club, District 9-SW (Iowa)

For the six years that Ardie and Ken have been Leader Dog Co-Chairs, they have visited every one of the 59 clubs in their district—every year. Giving personalized attention at the club level is a big reason why they continually receive Leader Dog’s “100% District Award.”


How do they do it? Ardie calls each club to set their presentation date and they try to bring a puppy raiser or a Leader Dog graduate with them. They often personally provide the transportation for the Leader Dog graduate. 


“Most people love dogs,” says Ardie, “so it always helps to have one along when speaking.” They encourage the LDB graduate speaker to share their story and enthusiasm about the difference their Leader Dog has made in their life. 


Ardie and Ken keep their presentations fresh with updates on what’s new at Leader Dog and believe a presentation doesn’t need to be long to be effective. “Clubs are grateful for the personal contact,” Ardie says. “It helps them to feel more connected to Leader Dog.”

TOP 20+ CLUBS

2009-10 First Quarter

Sugar Land Lions 2-S-4 TX $5,000

Itasca Lions 1-J IL 4,000

Phoenix Social Lions 21-C AZ
 4,000

Detroit Renaissance Lions 11-A-1 MI 3,000

Ramsey Lions 5M-7 MN 3,000

Bloomington Lions 5M-5 MN 2,700

Monroe Lions 27-D-1 WI 2,000

Mt. Rainier Brentwood Lions 22-C MD 2,000

Richmond Host Lions 24-B VA 2,000

Bluffton Lions 5M-9 MN 2,000

Springfield Franconia Host Lions 24-A VA 2,000

Royal Oak Lions 11-A-2 MI 1,930

Cable & Area Lions 27-C-2 WI 1,585

Oklahoma City Downtown Lions 3-H OK 1,279

Pella Lions 9-SE IA 1,200

Bozeman Gallatin Empire Lions 37-S MT 1,070

17 Clubs Tied 1,000

TOP 15 MULTI-DISTRICTS

2009-10 First Quarter

MD-2 Texas $18,915

MD-14 Pennsylvania 17,400

MD-5M Minnesota, Manitoba & NW Ontario 16,826

MD-11&SD-10 Michigan 16,051

MD-24 Virginia 15,674

MD-27 Wisconsin 12,830

MD-12 Tennessee 11,622

MD-25 Indiana 11,128

MD-1 Illinois 8,240

MD-21 Arizona 7,626

MD-22 Maryland, Delaware & DC 6,326

MD-31 North Carolina 4,751

MD-9 Iowa 4,270

MD-43 Kentucky 3,925

MD-18 Georgia 3,541

Who Do You Call?

LDB-Lions Liaison and Lions Tours

Eric Berger, Director of Lions Relations

Phone ext. 1102, eberger@leaderdog.org.

Club Giving & Recognition

Kathy Gilchrist

Lions Philanthropy Associate

Phone ext. 1112, kgilchrist@leaderdog.org

Convention Speaker Requests, Events & 

Kids N’ Coins

Kathleen Breen

Philanthropy Coordinator

Phone ext. 2052, kbreen@leaderdog.org

Student Referrals & Information

Stacy Benmark, Director of

Consumer Services

Phone ext. 1105, sbenmark@leaderdog.org

For speaker requests, visit leaderdog.org/lions/toolkit/speaker

For promotional items, visit leaderdog.org/lions/toolkit/promoitems

Commemorative Bricks

A Great Tribute


Honor a friend, family member, or pet while supporting a great cause.


A full size inscribed brick will be installed on the grounds of Leader Dog and a commemorative mini-brick will be sent to you as a keepsake.

Standard Brick

4” x 8” - $250.00

Mini-Brick – 1” x 3”

Large Brick

8” x 8” - $500.00

Mini-Brick – 3” x 3”


Bricks may be purchased at leaderdog.org/Donate/Ways to Give/Buy a Brick Program, or call Hope Cole at 248-651-9011 ext. 1171.

Leader Dogs for the Blind

1039 S. Rochester Road

Rochester Hills, Michigan 48307

Phone: 248-651-9011   

Toll Free: 888-777-5332   

www.leaderdog.org   

