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From the Desk of LION GREG

Over the past month you have received several communications from me regarding the current financial position of Leader Dog. As you know, we have made reductions in our 2008-2009 budget which included laying off several Leader Dog employees. These were difficult decisions to make, but were necessary to continue to provide top quality services to our students.

We have taken additional steps to cut costs during the upcoming year. This includes reducing the financial burden of Summer Visits. In 2009, we will host the current Vice District Governors and Leader Dog Chairs that were unable to attend 2008 Summer Visits. It is vital that VDGs and LD Chairs understand our programs and services along with our financial structure and needs. 

Another cost-cutting step we are taking is to stop printing The Mane Event. In April 2009, we will begin distributing The Mane Event and 3rd quarter reports exclusively via email. This change eliminates the costs of printing and mailing hundreds of reports.  Because so many Lions are computer-savvy, we believe this process will be welcomed throughout the Clubs. If you still need a printed copy, contact Kathy Stanford at 888-777-5332 ext. 1112.

We appreciate that Lions at every level have dealings connected to Leader Dog and have provided employees names and contact information on the back page of this newsletter so you can call or email us with your questions or concerns.

Everyone at Leader Dog is grateful for your ongoing support and passion during the current economic situation. Please know that we appreciate each of you as individuals and all of you collectively as Lions.
Mission Moment

“I am here to serve as I was served when I was a 

 student at this dedicated school.” 


Lion Tony Scorsese and Leader Dog “Cocoa”

 South Carolina Leader Dog Chair (Dist 32-A)


Greenville Pleasantburg Lions Club
Challenging Clubs to Reach ‘70 for 70’

Recently, Zone C-6 (Washington State) put forth the challenge in their newsletter for all seven clubs within their zone and all 54 clubs in District 19C to meet their ‘70 for 70’ goal. The Ranier Club was the first in District 19C to meet the goal and receive their ‘70 for 70’ pins and patch. The pins were presented to the Club by 19C Leader Dog Chairs Sugar and Nick Murphy.

   The ’70 for 70’ program challenges Clubs to donate $70 more in FY 2008-2009 than they did in FY 2007-2008 in honor of the founding of Leader Dog by three Lions Club members in 1939. For more information on the program go to www.leaderdog.org/lions/recognition programs.

Spreading Leader Dog Through Missouri

The Leader Dog committee in District 26M-2 takes spreading the word about Leader Dog to heart—and on the road! During their presentation titled “The ROAR of a Leader Dog can only be heard, not seen,” Lion Ron Nisbet, St. Louis leader dog chair, shares his years of involvement 

with LDB. He is followed by Lion Sarah Calhoun who shares her experiences of becoming blind and receiving her Leader Dog “Tico” in 2006. The duo (or does Tico make it a trio) have traveled as far as Poplar Bluff, Missouri—about 150 miles, to speak to Clubs.

   So if your Club is located within 150 miles of St. Louis, call Lion Ron at 636-225-7823 to see about having them speak at a meeting. If you don’t live that close, call Kathleen Breen of Leader Dog at 888-777-5332 ext. 2052 to see if there is a Leader Dog graduate in your area that could speak to your Club.

Save A Tree

Help Leader Dog save trees and money by registering online to receive all your LDB communications via email. To register visit www.leaderdog.org and access the “Sign Up  To Receive E-mail” section located at the bottom right 

of the homepage. Make sure to check the “Contact me by 

email only” box on the registration page. 

If you know anyone in your Lions Club or otherwise that would be interested in learning more about Leader Dog, please make them aware of this service.
Imagine More

Today many people are wondering if they’ll be able to leave a legacy for their families or favorite nonprofits. They would like to have money to will, but feel lucky to have enough money for retirement.

Leader Dog has ways to ensure your family’s future as well as the future of LDB. Several options are adding LDB in your will, charitable gift annuities, or assigning/purchasing a life insurance policy benefiting your children and Leader Dog. These allow you to leave your imprint on the future of people you love and Leader Dog.

Call Roberta Trzos, director of planned giving and major gifts at 248-659-5014 or email her at rtrzos @leaderdog. org for a discussion on these and other options.

You can imagine more!

Wisconsin Lions Host County Fair Booth

We recently received the following letter from Lion Fred Gebhart of the Stockbridge Lions Club. “I’m writing to let you know what a success we had at the county fair with Lion Len Quinn at our booth. Just standing at his side and seeing the people he touched, both adults and kids, was amazing. Of course, Ginger [Len’s Leader Dog] was the star attraction with the kids. The eleven hours I spent with Lion Len and Ginger has enhanced my life to what a Leader Dog is all about. You can read all you want about a Leader Dog and you will never get the whole picture until you walk beside a blind person and his or her Leader Dog. What you people do at [Leader Dog] is nothing short of a miracle.”

Photo of: Lion Ron Muellenback (Stockbridge Lions), Lion Len Quinn (Ripon Lions and VDG 27-B-1) with LD “Ginger,” and Lion Harold Sippel (Hilbert Lions) at the 2008 Calumet County Fair in Wisconsin.

Cadillac Lions Help Keep a Leader Dog Safe

When Cathy Daily’s Leader Dog “Grover” was attacked and injured by a neighbor’s dog in her own backyard, she knew they needed to put up a fence. Cathy and her husband, Lion Carl, could afford the materials for the fence but, since they are both blind they knew they would need help with installation. Lion Carl knew just where to go for help. He requested help with his project from the Lions of 11-E-1 [Michigan] and the Cadillac Lions Fencing Team was quickly formed. So this past summer, under the watchful eye of Grover, the Fencing Team constructed a safe, secure place for Grover to play. These devoted Lions sure went a long way to help a good dog.

Founders Tributes—A Great Honor

A Leader Dog Founders Tribute is a great way to honor an individual club member for his or her consummate service, dedication, and commitment to Lionism and Leader Dog. For a special club donation of $500, the award recipient is given a custom engraved Leader Dog Founders Tribute plaque, a patch, and commemorative pin. Beginning with Lions year 2008-09, Club donations can be “banked” for up to five years to reach the amount needed for the award (donations made before July 1, 2008 do not qualify toward the award.) For more information about obtaining a Founders Tribute contact Eric Berger at 888-777-5332 ext. 1102.

TOP 20+ CLUBS - Quarter Two

Shelby Township Lions 11-A-2 MI $13,205

Rochester Lions
11-A-2 MI $10,000

Walhalla Lions 32-A SC $10,000

Windsor Downtown Lions A-1 ON $7,500

Royal Oak Lions
11-A-2 MI $5,570

Algonac Lions 11-D-2 MI $5,070

Romeo Lions 11-A-2 MI $5,000

Center Line Lions 11-A-2 MI $4,000

Hickory Lions 14-M PA $4,000

Detroit Northeast Lions 11-A-1 MI $3,500

Berville Lions 11-D-2 MI $3,500

Novi Lions 11-A-2 MI $3,100

Hazel Park Lions 11-A-2 MI $3,070

Cormorant Lions 5M-9 MN $3,070

Taylor Noon Lions 2-S-3 TX $3,040

Harsens Island Lioness 11-D-2 MI $3,035

Lake Orion Lions 11-A-2 MI $3,000

Bloomington Lions 5M-5 MN $3,000

Prescott Sunrise Lions 21-C AZ $3,000

Yakima Lions 19-F WA $2,550

TOP 15 MULTI-DISTRICTS - Quarter Two

SD-10/MD-11 Michigan
$179,728

MD-25 Indiana $46,780

MD-14 Pennsylvania $37,557

MD-2 Texas $36,307

MD-27 Wisconsin $32,750

MD-5M Minnesota, Manitoba & NW Ontario $26,359

MD-9 Iowa $23,214

MD-32 South Carolina
$22,155

MD-24 Virginia $19,388

MD-12 Tennessee $18,430

MD-22 Maryland, Delaware & DC $17,204

MD-26 Missouri $17,169

MD-18 Georgia $17,100

MD-19 Washington, Idaho
 & British Columbia $14,132

MD-A Ontario $12,430

Who Do You Call?

Eric Berger, Director of Lions Relations

Phone ext. 1102, eberger@leaderdog.org.

Kathy Stanford, Lions Philanthropy Associate

Phone ext. 1112, kstanford@leaderdog.org

Stacy Benmark, Director of Consumer Services

Phone ext. 1105, sbenmark@leaderdog.org

Kathleen Breen, Development Coordinator

Kathleen handles all requests for speakers, conventions and Lions events. Her phone extension is 2052, her email is kbreen@leaderdog.org.

Puppy Raisers & Breeding Stock Homes Needed

One of the many ways to support LDB is to welcome a dog into your home. You can house a Future Leader Dog puppy for their first year of life, or you can house a Breeding Stock Mom or Dad dog for years. Your choice depends on whether you desire a short one-year commitment or would like to have dog in your life long-term. Breeding stock dogs are given to their host family upon retirement from our program. This means you enjoy the dog as your pet for many wonderful years.

   These programs are open to anyone, so if you know a non-Lion that may like to volunteer in the manner, please let them know about these programs.

     Program information is available on the web at leaderdog.org/volunteer/puppyraiser or leaderdog. org/volunteer/breedingstock.

Leader Dogs for the Blind

1039 S. Rochester Road

Rochester Hills, Michigan 48307

Phone: 248-651-9011   

Toll Free: 888-777-5332   

www.leaderdog.org   
