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The month of May makes me think about the fact that summer will soon be here and also that the end of our fiscal year is quickly approaching. Historically, the months of May and June are the largest giving months for Lions. The strengths of donations during this period solidifies our budget for the next fiscal year. I’d like to thank everyone that has already filled-out the Giving Survey that we sent via email several weeks ago. For those who haven’t returned the survey, please do so online at leaderdog.org/lions/survey.

This year will be my first experience attending the Lions International Convention. I look forward to meeting many of you there. Please make sure to look for the Leader Dog booth where you’ll find me, Carlos Gallusser, and Eric Berger. On Monday, July 6, I’ll be giving a Leader Dog presentation with Leader Dog Graduate Jim Platzer at noon in the exhibit area. Please stop by to see us.

April marked the first class to graduate from Leader Dog with a free Trekker Breeze GPS along with their dog guide. We are excited to be able to offer this navigational technology to our students. Leader Dog is getting a lot of attention from the international dog guide community because this is a big change in the way we have historically prepared our students to travel with a dog guide. Lions can take pride in this new program that allows people who are blind to navigate better in their home community and when traveling to new environments.

Take care and I hope to see you in Minneapolis this July.
Lion Greg
Mission Moment

“I was grateful to read that Leader Dog remains committed to the core mission of quality services to students and graduates. I assure you that the Lions of Iowa and throughout the world remain dedicated to the purpose and mission of Leader Dog. And I, as well as other Lions District Leader Dog Chairs, remain committed to do our best to help advocate and raise funds to help support the marvelous work that all the people at Leader Dog continue to do for people with visual impairments around the world. THANK YOU for all the marvelous work that Leader Dog does.” 

Lion Gary Schriver and Leader Dog “Logan”

Iowa District 9NC Leader Dog Chair

Hickory Lions Have Another Successful Sports Dinner

The Hickory Lions in Pennsylvania recently hosted their second Sports Dinner. Jim Meston, president of the Hickory Lions, was the driving force behind the first Sports Dinner held last September. The dinner was so successful, raising over $6,500 for Leader Dog and several other charities, that the group decided to do it again. 

On April 18th the 2nd Sports Dinner honored John Banaszak, former Pittsburgh Steeler with three Super Bowl rings, with a Myron Cope Legend in Sports Award. Other sports personalities in attendance were Pittsburgh Pirates Broadcaster Greg Brown and Paul Maholm, current pitcher for the Pittsburgh Pirates. Thanks in part to support from the Washington Lions and the Homestead Lions, the 2nd dinner was as successful as the 1st.

Summer Visits Planning is Underway

As the first warm breezes of Spring blow through the kennel at Leader Dog, our minds turn to the upcoming warm days of Summer—and to Summer Visits. This year, invitations will be sent to current Vice District Governors that did not attend Summer Visits last year and Leader Dog Chairs that did not attend last year. The dates for this year’s Visits are August 27-30; invitations will be sent out the week of May 11th. Additional information concerning Summer Visits will be posted online at leaderdog.org/lions/visits the week of May 11th.

Last Chance to Reach ‘70 for 70’
We’ve had a great response this year with many clubs receiving their ‘70 for 70’ awards. Clubs can earn this award, which recognizes Leader Dog’s 70th Anniversary, by donating $70 more in 2008-09 than in 2007-08.

The end of the fiscal year is getting close and for donations to count toward ‘70 for 70,’ they must be received no later than June 30th.
Congratulations Bunny Tabatt

A big congratulations goes out to Bunny Tabatt, Leader Dog graduate representative and LDB chair for District 5M-8 in Minnesota for being selected to attend the District 5M Lions Leadership Institute. 

   The Lions Leadership Institute prepares Lions for taking on leadership roles within their districts. 

Leader Dog “Anna” and BJ Evans

Normally, when we write about a Leader Dog team, we put the person first. We made an exception this time because BJ always says that Anna deserves recognition and praise for being a faithful and professional Leader Dog.

Anna and BJ have been working with Anne Marie Simpson, the Leader Dog Chair in District 30-S Mississippi, to spread the word and work of Lions and Leader Dog throughout their community. BJ does this because she is grateful and proud of both organizations and wants to promote them and educate people about them.

If you are going to the International Convention in Minneapolis this year, keep an eye out for Anna and BJ. They will be there in support of both Leader Dog and the Lions.

Some Great Fundraising Ideas

The Lions of MD-2 Texas published 100 Ideas for Fundraising in 1997—and many of their ideas are still great today. We picked out our 10 favorite ideas, and one mega favorite, to get your fundraising ideas flowing.

1.  Car Show 

2.  Auction (Silent, Live or Both)

3.  Car Wash (get those Leos involved with this one)

4.  Have a Carnival

5.  Host a Golf Tournament

6.  Work Fairgrounds Booth for Percent of Sales

7.  Ice Cream Social

8.  Chili Cook-Off

9.  Horseshoe Tournament

10.  Bowling Tournament

Mega Favorite—Kidnap the Tailtwister’s Can!
Michigan Lions Visit Leader Dog
The members of the Prescott-Skidway Lake Lions and Standish Lions of Michigan took a long awaited tour of Leader Dog.

TOP 20+ CLUBS

Quarter Three

Birmingham Lions 11-A-2 MI $18,000 (70 for 70 Club)
Shelby Township Lions
 1-A-2 MI $13,205 (70 for 70 Club)
Walhalla Lions 32-A SC $10,000 (70 for 70 Club)
Rochester Lions 11-A-2 MI $10,000

Odessa Westside Lions 2-T-3 TX $10,000 (70 for 70 Club)
Windsor Downtown Lions A-1 ON $7,500

London Central Lions A-1 ON $7,500 (70 for 70 Club)
Royal Oak Lions 11-A-2 MI $5,570 (70 for 70 Club)
Algonac Lions 11-A-2 MI $5,170 (70 for 70 Club)
Warren Lions 11-A-2 MI $5,100 (70 for 70 Club)
SouthGate Clinton Lions 22-C MD $5,070 (70 for 70 Club)
Romeo Lions 11-A-2 MI $5,000

Center Line Lions 11-A-2 MI $4,000

Hickory Lions 14-M PA $4,000 (70 for 70 Club)
South Milwaukee Lions 27-A-1 WI $4,000 (70 for 70 Club)
Rockford Lions 11-C-1 MI $3,710

Detroit Northeast Lions 11-A-1 MI $3,675

Berville Lions 11-D-2 MI $3,500

Novi Lions 11-A-2 MI $3,100

Hazel Park Lions 11-A-2 MI $3,070 (70 for 70 Club)
Cormorant Lions 5M-9 MN $3,070 (70 for 70 Club)
TOP 15 MULTI-DISTRICTS

Quarter Three

SD-10/MD-11 Michigan $240,122

MD-5M Minnesota, Manitoba & NW Ontario $115,323

MD-27 Wisconsin $90,865

MD-25 Indiana $88,136

MD-2 Texas $73,296

MD-116 Spain $71,030

MD-14 Pennsylvania $64,515

MD-9 Iowa $40,841

MD-24 Virginia $38,703

MD-12 Tennessee $37,579

MD-22 Maryland, Delaware & DC $35,964

MD-18 Georgia $34,418

MD-26 Missouri $31,511

MD-32 South Carolina $31,365

MD-5 N. Dakota, S. Dakota & Saskatchewan $23,863

Who Do You Call?

LDB Policies & Procedures

Eric Berger, Director of Lions Relations

Phone ext. 1102, eberger@leaderdog.org.

Club Giving & Recognition

Kathy Stanford, Lions Philanthropy Associate

Phone ext. 1112, kstanford@leaderdog.org

Student Referrals & Information

Stacy Benmark, Director of Consumer Services

Phone ext. 1105, sbenmark@leaderdog.org

Kids N’ Coins

Kathleen Breen, Development Coordinator

Phone ext. 2052, kbreen@leaderdog.org

For speaker requests, visit leaderdog.org/lions/toolkit/speaker

For promotional items, visit leaderdog.org/lions/toolkit/promoitems
Founders Tributes

A Great Honor

A Leader Dog Founders Tribute is a great way to honor an individual club member for his or her consummate dedication, service, and commitment to Lionism and Leader Dog. For a special club donation of $500, the award recipient is given an engraved Leader Dog Founders Tribute plaque, a commemorative pin, and patch. For more information about honoring a member of your club with a Founders Tribute contact Eric Berger at 888-777-5332 ext. 1102.

Leader Dogs for the Blind

1039 S. Rochester Road

Rochester Hills, Michigan 48307

Phone: 248-651-9011   

Toll Free: 888-777-5332   

www.leaderdog.org
