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Message from the President – Greg Grabowski

Marking Six Months

Some Observations from the New Guy

May has come and “spring fever” is alive and well at Leader Dog. I am lucky enough to have an office window facing the kennel, and with the first spring breeze you could hear the excitement in the barking of the dogs (okay, a portion of the excitement could have something to do with meal time!)


As I near the six month mark as president of Leader Dog, I’ve become acclimated to the organization, the people, the terminology and the dogs. I’ve adopted a career change dog, Flint, who will serve as a Leader Dog PR Dog as well as a family pet. Needless to say, my three boys are thrilled I’ve come to work here.


Quite a few things have impressed me about this organization, including:

-
our passionate volunteers from all over the country including nearly 400 puppy raisers and 75 breeding stock host families.

-
the reach of our programs – local, national (48 states) and international (34 countries).

-
the only Deaf-Blind program of its kind in North America.

-
our high-tech Trekker GPS (global positioning system) program for youth and adults.


I have also been impressed with our rich history of serving the many military veterans who have graced our campus. I am glad that we are here to serve their needs. As Memorial Day approaches, please take a moment to remember those you knew, and those you didn’t know, who have given so much to secure our freedom and independence. 


For those of us at Leader Dog, it has been, and always will be, our honor to supply our military heroes with Leader Dog heroes that will maintain their freedom and independence for years to come.

Alumni Spotlight

Another Perfect Dog

When Frances Powell tells stories about her first Leader Dog “Onna,” her face lights up and her words come a little faster. “She was smart as the dickens. I got Onna just before my junior year of college, she really helped to boost my self-esteem and made me feel more secure.” Attending the College of Charleston in South Carolina was a fun time for the team, especially since it was a short 15 minute walk to the beach. Frances, who is an avid water skier and swimmer, admits that a lot of non-class time was spent near the water. They were a well seasoned team when Frances started working at Merrill-Lynch as a receptionist. “Onna had a bed in the corner next to my desk,” Frances explains, “but she liked to get up and join me in welcoming new clients into the office. She was loved by all the staff.”


This past December Onna passed away. Frances was heartbroken, “She was my left arm leading the way, she had such personality.” Though still grieving for Onna, life plans prompted Frances to quickly apply to Leader Dog for a second dog guide. She wanted to complete training with a new dog prior to April when she would be getting married to her fiancé Tom and moving to a new state.


During her first days back at Leader Dog, Frances attended a grief counseling session where she “cried her eyes out.” Though it was hard to face the loss of Onna, she felt the session helped her get ready to meet and work with a new dog. While excited to get a new dog, Frances was apprehensive that she would not get another dog as perfect for her as Onna – then, she met Leader Dog “Nia,” a yellow lab with a peppy walk and quick tongue – and her apprehension faded. 


“It’s amazing that the instructors at Leader Dog are able to read you so well,” explains Frances. “Denise, my instructor, was able to find me another perfect dog. I didn’t think it was possible.” Readily admitting that the first two days with Nia were hard, things got better fast. “Frances lavished attention on Nia and took every opportunity to work with her,” said Instructor Denise Atler. “This enabled the two of them to quickly begin working as a successful team.”


When Frances left Leader Dog in March, it was with a quick step and high hopes for the future. Her life is changing and getting better – and she’s ready to go.

Alumni Letters

Letters from our Alumni

To Leader Dog:


One year ago today, March 14th (2007), I nervously awaited the knock on my door to introduce me to my very first Leader Dog. In came this gorgeous GSD (German Shepherd dog) who kissed my chin and started pacing and crying. The more he paced and cried, the more worried I became. Eventually, two hours later, he relaxed, turned on his back and held my hands between his front paws. This is a special day for me, as it marks a major turning point in my life and a choice I am ever grateful I made.


Having Leader Dog “Tobias” in my life is amazing, rewarding, challenging and my days are filled with smiles and laughter at his antics. Thanks always to everyone involved in LDB and especially to the puppy raisers. The job you do is phenomenal.

From Charlotte Legare

To Leader Dog:


I have a Trekker testimonial for you. Last Thursday night I was at (a conference) in Los Angeles. I headed off … to a meeting at a hotel several blocks west of the main conference hotel…. We traveled with the group via a cross country route and I wasn’t able to keep track of all the turns and parking lots we cut through. (Later) I exited the meeting by myself. When I came out of the meeting hotel, I was pretty lost. I really didn’t know my way back to the main hotel where I was staying. I was a little panicked at first but fortunately, I had my Trekker. I quickly got a read on my location … just like we learned in class. Then I made a quick route from where I was to my hotel. Hobbit (my dog guide) and I headed off on route and were back at our hotel in ten minutes or so without making a single wrong turn. It was great! My panic turned immediately to calm once I realized I had my Trekker on my belt and I knew how to use it in this situation. This is the first time I’ve been in a situation where I honestly didn’t know my way back. I would have found my way back eventually without Trekker, but it was so nice having it. I really felt empowered and confident.

From Jeff Senge, Trekker training graduate

To Leader Dog:


I graduated with (my dog) on November 15, 2007. I needed to tell you how thankful I am for getting Leader Dog “Kiddo.”


Kiddo has been my sunshine and all my happiness, he never leaves my side. I never thought that a dog like this could give me my whole being-ness. I mean (that) I felt like half a person before Kiddo, and since Kiddo is in my life, I have a life to go out and enjoy. Kiddo has been the greatest friend I could have…. I know that with Kiddo I can go out and achieve my goal (of being) an instructor for diabetic people in this world…


I am so thankful to the Lions Clubs around home and to Leader Dog for allowing me to attend their school. Thank you.

From Lisa Kellerman

To Leader Dog:


It’s with a very sad heart that I share with you that Amber, my Leader Dog and companion, passed away peacefully in my arms two days after Christmas. Amber’s passing is a huge loss to me and my family. Amber provided me safe travel for years until her retirement about two years ago.


Amber took her responsibility seriously. She helped me travel between classes when I attended college to achieve my degree. After graduating from college Amber joined me while I attended computer and assistive technology training at Lions World. She was constantly by my side leading me confidently and courageously saving me from danger in my travels.


Amber successfully handled one of the most difficult dog guide experiences. Most of her work was done in small to medium sized cities. I attended several major conferences in Washington, DC and other large cities. She guided me through Reagan National Airport, the Washington metro train system, downtown DC traffic, and helped me navigate several conferences with hundreds of people and other dog guides working on the conference floors and sessions. She maintained her focus with all of the new stresses and distractions.


The relationship with a good Leader Dog is unlike any other relationship that you may have with man or animal. Their entire existence is devoted to your safety and well being. They love you unconditionally even when we may not be worthy of their love. Their purpose is to be there for you. The more work they can do to help, the happier they are. The only rewards that she asked for were compliments when she did a good job, regular meals, and that her love for me was returned in kind.


Amber and I were kindred spirits. We shared in a mutual love that is difficult to describe. Ambers’ loving spirit lives on in me and one day we will share companionship and love again in eternity.

In loving memory of Amber, Tracy Whiting

Where are the class pictures and Circle of Life?
Class pictures and Circle of Life will not be included in this or future small print issues of Update. They will still be included in the large print format, cd format, Braille format and on-line at our website www.leaderdog.org.

These sections are included at the very end of this document.

Honoring America’s Veterans

There is a special pride in working at Leader Dogs for the Blind. We are proud to provide much needed services to people who are blind and visually impaired. We are proud that we provide these services free of charge. However, there is a heightened sense of pride, of honor, in providing these programs to men and women who have served our country in the military.


The history of the dog guide is strongly connected to war. The modern dog guide movement was initiated during WWI and the push for dog guides in the United States was accelerated during WWII. Between the attack on Pearl Harbor in December, 1941 to December, 1944 the Army Surgeon General’s Office reported that 225 men had lost their vision during combat. During this same time period, the United States Congress passed a bill authorizing an initial appropriation of $1 million to begin training dog guides for up to 1,000 veterans. By this time Leader Dog had already been in existence for 5 years and was well prepared to serve the students that arrived through the Veterans Administration.


The connection between the military and Leader Dog goes even deeper. In our early years, and even today, many of our instructors received their canine experience while serving in the military as dog handlers where dogs are used for explosive and narcotic detection.


Through the many veterans that have graced our organization over the years, we have witnessed how far strength and determination can take a person in their life. We have taught you, we have learned from you, and we thank you.

World War II – stationed in Germany
Randall “Randy” Nelson
“Sonny, Rocky, Jack, Boots, Greta, Garcone, Bud and Rocco,” Jim Nelson, son of Randy Nelson, quickly rattles off the names of the Leader Dogs his father had through the years. As Jim relates his father’s stories (Randy passed away in March, 1999), his pride in his father and his accomplishments is tangible.


March 23, 1945 was a life changing day for 25 year old Randy who was fighting with the U.S. Army in Asenberg, Germany. On that day shrapnel from a shell explosion left him completely without sight. After recovering from several other injuries sustained in the explosion, Randy took to heart the old saying, “It’s hard to keep a good man down.”


When Randy was referred to Leader Dog in 1950 by the Veterans Administration, he had finished his rehabilitation and was a graduate student at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. On his application he answered the question, “What purpose would a Leader Dog serve?” by simply replying, “To enable me to travel about campus at U. of Mich.” And that is exactly what his first Leader Dog “Sonny” did. With Sonny at his side, Randy earned his PhD in Political Science from U of M and moved to Carbondale, Illinois where he became a Professor at Southern Illinois University, eventually holding the position as Chairman of the Political Science Department.


For over 47 years Leader Dogs guided Randy as he taught at several universities, served on his city council, and attended the opening of the Lyndon B. Johnson Library in Austin, Texas (at the invitation of Hubert Humphrey). Randy received his last Leader Dog “Rocco” in 1989 immediately after his retirement.


Through the years Randy’s appreciation for his well trained dogs became apparent on his applications. On one of his last applications when asked “What purpose would a Leader Dog serve?” he wrote, “A dog guide ensures my independence, enables me to pursue my livelihood, and provides me with general freedom of movement.”

Vietnam War -  stationed in Vietnam

William  “Bill”  Wedekind
Upon graduation of high school, Bill Wedekind, whose father and grandfather were Marines, didn’t have many options. “After 18 years of being raised in a boot camp, I had a choice of joining the Marine Corps or joining the Marine Corps. I chose joining the Marine Corps.” Bill’s active duty wasn’t to last very long. After eight months as a member of the 1st Marine Division, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion in Vietnam, he triggered a booby-trap causing an explosion at close range. The explosion robbed Bill of his eyesight, both hands, and caused severe skull damage.


Under the circumstances, many people would be unable to plan for their future, but not Bill. “I figure you have two choices. You can quit, rollover, and die … or you can try to make a fight of it and get with the program. You’ve always got the first alternative to go back to.” And get with the program he did. After an unsuccessful attempt to use prosthetic limbs, Bill instead chose to have surgery to separate the bones in his arms. This allowed him to feel what he was touching and grasping – something that wasn’t possible with prosthetics. During this time he learned from his grandmother the art that would define his career – pottery. He also became adept at home remodeling, automotive repair and ham radio operation (which he still enjoys today).


While successful in many things, Bill still had trouble crossing the street. “It was scary. I often missed the opposite corner and veered into the cross-traffic.” This, along with knowing a few people who were successful with dog guides, prompted Bill to apply for a dog. After being turned away from another school, Bill applied to Leader Dog. He was glad that Leader Dog was willing to make the accommodations necessary to allow him to be successful with a dog guide. This included specifically training a dog to rely only on voice commands, not hand commands, for direction and designing a harness to accommodate Bill’s needs – including an extra long harness handle and Velcro fasteners that he could manipulate on his own.


“The first time I was in Rochester working with Casey,” Bill recounts, “we were at a street crossing and I told him “forward,” but he didn’t move. The next thing I felt was the “whish” as a car went by.” Bill and Casey worked together for almost 12 years. He describes Casey simply as “pure gold.”


Currently, Bill is contemplating a new career as a motivational public speaker. He has spoken at many schools hoping to pass on a belief that he has based his life on – “You can defeat what looks like impossible odds.” 

Korean War - stationed in Europe

Eddie Walker

If you ask Eddie Walker why he has been active in the Blind Veterans Association (BVA) for the past 21 years, he’ll tell you “because it’s about blind veterans helping blind veterans.”  His matter of fact answer let’s you know that he wouldn’t have done it any other way; as we say at Leader Dog, “Do what is right.”


Eddie served in the Army and was stationed in Europe during the Korean War. A funeral director by trade, he served in the Medical Corps/Mortuary Unit. He retired several years ago as the Director of National Cemeteries with responsibility for ten military cemeteries throughout the United States.


After losing his sight to retinitis pigmentosa at the age of 56, Eddie immediately joined the BVA and was acting President of the MDVC Regional Group (Maryland, DC, Virginia) from 1987-1997. He is still actively involved with the group today. After learning more about dog guides from a Leader Dog graduate field representative, Eddie decided to apply for a dog in 2006, when he was 76 years old. The timing worked well for Eddie because his
Leader Dog “Usher” allows him to stay active and involved in the BVA. 


Taking his desire for independence further, Eddie returned to Leader Dog in 2007 for Trekker GPS training. He has found the Trekker unit to be invaluable. “It’s very helpful. It tells me my location and let’s me know when I’m approaching an intersection. It makes me more independent because I don’t have to stop and ask for directions.”


Eddie readily admits that working with and properly caring for a Leader Dog is “a lot of responsibility; but it pays off in the long run.” A self-proclaimed dog lover, he admits to “just loving the smell of a dog.”

Leader Dog would like to honor our team members who have served in the U.S. Military

Carlos Gallusser

173rd Airborne Infantry, Special Forces Training, Vietnam

Rod Haneline

Sergeant, U.S. Air Force, Military Narcotics Detector Dog Handler

Dave Harmon

Technical Sergeant, U.S. Air Force, Military Investigator

Larry Heflin

U.S. Army, K-9 Division

Thomas Hill

Sergeant, U.S. Air Force, Security Police/Military Patrol, 

Explosive/Narcotic Detector Dog Handler

Randy Horn

Sergeant, U.S. Army Artillery, Ohio National Guard

Herb Mills

U.S. Air Force, Sentry Dog Handler, Vietnam

Over the past 65 years Leader Dog has been privileged to service many veterans who did not lose their sight during active duty. Illnesses such as diabetes and macular degeneration have caused some veterans to lose their sight years after their military service is complete.

Department Feature

Saving a Young Puppy

Leader Dog Veterinarians Work Hard to Save a Life

One of the many benefits our dogs enjoy is high quality veterinary care. This became especially important for one small black Labrador during the first few weeks of his life.


At just six weeks old, young enough to be listed as “No Name” in his file, one small puppy arrived at Leader Dog for an emergency visit. The breeding family that hosted the puppy, his littermates and their mother, Chloe, noticed that “No Name” was vomiting a lot and experiencing episodes of diarrhea. Their quick action in getting the puppy in for treatment helped to save his life.


Once at Leader Dog, the little puppy had an ultrasound which confirmed the diagnosis of intussusception, a condition where one piece of the intestine folds into the piece next to it - much like a sock folding into itself when you remove it. This folding tightens the section of intestine causing an obstruction that blocks the passage of food. “The misleading part about diagnosing this condition,” explains Dr. David Smith, “is that the dog will generally be happy and alert. The main symptom is that they repeatedly vomit after eating. That was true with this little guy; he was still running around like a normal puppy.”


Once the diagnosis was confirmed, Dr. Smith and Dr. Wilson stabilized the puppy by giving him an I.V. to re-hydrate his body and then performed surgery to evaluate the affected section of intestine. They were able to reduce the affected section and perform a procedure to prevent a reoccurrence on that section. Within days “No Name” was romping around as puppies do and went to live with a puppy raising family.


But “No Name” was not out of the woods yet. Though intussusception is not very common, we only see it every 3-5 years at Leader Dog. The recurrence rate once a dog has the condition is 25% and “No Name” fell into this group. His second surgery took place 7 days after the first. This surgery revealed that an intussusception had developed in a new section of the intestine which had to be removed. Again, after a few days, he was as active as any other seven week old puppy.


Although it is unlikely that he will suffer any long term affects from this condition, “No Name” has been career changed. His multiple surgeries make him better suited to a life as a family pet.

“Jackson” as he was finally named, is doing well with the Wonsowicz family. The adopted family includes parents Ken and Karen and their four sons – Jacob, Tyler, Connor and Shane. That’s one lucky puppy!
Donor Profile

Doris “Po” Porter

A Leader Dog Alumnus Gives Back

Why is it important to you to give back to the community via Leader Dogs for the Blind?

This is an interesting story. I was in Creede, Colorado, attending a craft show which was being held at Guest Ranch. While a friend was leading me around the craft show, the owner of Guest Ranch approached us and introduced herself and her brother, Ed Galloway, who lives in Kansas. (Ed is an officer of the Lion’s Club in his region.) As we were leaving, Ed approached and asked me if I had ever considered having a Leader Dog. I said I thought I was too old and did not want to take a dog from someone who was younger and needed one more than I. He said he had been watching me and thought I would be a good candidate. He had just returned from his “Lion summer visit” at the campus of Leader Dog. He spent some time sharing with me all that he had learned. Ed was very enthusiastic. Shortly after our conversation, I received an application in the mail for a Leader Dog. After returning the completed application I had two visits with people from Leader Dog. They approved me for a dog and by the spring of ‘04 I found myself in Rochester, Michigan meeting Skillet. I was 81 years young when I got Skillet. We travel on planes, eat out a lot at restaurants, and go to church most Sundays. I live in Dallas in the winter and Creede in the summer. Skillet handles both environments beautifully. In Dallas he has to work the busy city traffic, and in Creede he navigates the country roads.

What expectations do you have when you donate to Leader Dogs for the Blind, specifically your Charitable Gift Annuity?
I feel blessed to have gone to Rochester and to have a dog. I am equally blessed to be able to do a Charitable Gift Annuity to Leader Dog. Once I received Skillet, I looked for a way to give back to this wonderful organization. I had some money invested that was paying quarterly income. So, I took that money and purchased a Charitable Gift Annuity, which now pays me quarterly. I need the income and I am able to get the income while helping somebody else obtain a dog! I also wanted to know how my money would be used. Leader Dog takes donations and uses them wisely. I feel as though I am paying Leader Dogs for the Blind back, just a little bit, for what they have done for me. I have a friend who also purchased a Charitable Gift Annuity. She enjoys receiving the checks, also, while helping the blind and visually impaired.


I would encourage everyone to look at Charitable Gift Annuities. They are strong investments!

Charitable Gift Annuities (CGA) 

A Gift That Pays You Income for Life

Every person that donates to Leader Dog does so for their own personal reasons. Because of this, we offer several different ways for individuals to give. One way is through a Leader Dog Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). A gift annuity assures you (and another, if you wish) a high fixed-rate annuity for life. The lifetime annuity rate is based upon the age(s) of the annuitant(s). 

Here are some current one-life rates (through June 30, 2008):
Age 65 Rate 6.0%

Age 70 Rate 6.5%

Age 75 Rate 7.1%

Age 80 Rate 8.0%
Age 85 Rate 9.5%

Age 90+ Rate 11.3%
Rates for two-lives are equally as generous. You may claim an income tax charitable deduction on the tax returns you file for the year you establish your Leader Dog CGA. A portion of your annual annuity payments may be paid to you tax-free. 


If you’re younger than retirement age and seeking a way to plan for some high, fixed-rate, lifetime annuity income to begin in the future, a Leader Dogs Deferred CGA may be ideal for you. 


A Leader Dogs CGA is a perfect way to provide you with secure fixed income for life while providing important funds for the future of Leader Dog.

Q: What is a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)?
A: It’s a contract directly between you and Leader Dogs for the Blind that provides for a fixed rate lifetime annuity for you (and a survivor, if you wish). Leader Dog is responsible to you for the payment of each annuity. 

Q: Why should I consider a Leader Dog CGA?
A: If you’re already at retirement age, you will certainly want to increase your income at low risk. A Leader Dog CGA provides a way to accomplish this. A Leader Dog CGA provides charitable funds to help Leader Dog carry out its commitment to providing services for individuals who are blind and visually impaired. With the tax deduction that you are eligible to claim when you establish a Leader Dog CGA, the high rate (based upon your age) and the portion of tax-free income that is paid to you in each annuity 
payment, a Leader Dog CGA may prove to be both a wise philanthropic and financial plan.

Q: How do I establish a Leader Dog Gift Annuity?
A: You make a contribution of at least $10,000 cash or marketable securities to Leader Dog. Then choose one or two persons (which may include you and/or your spouse) to receive annuity payments. If an annuitant is over age 55, the annuitant may receive payments immediately. If the annuitant is under age 55, you may elect to defer the payment of the annuity to obtain a higher lifetime fixed annuity rate. The rate for a current or deferred  Leader Dog CGA is fixed for lifetime. At the end of the lifetime(s) of the annuitant(s),  Leader Dog benefits from your contribution to carry out its important work.

Q: How do I contract with Leader Dog to have annuity payments made to me in the future, especially if I am under age 55?

A: By entering into an agreement for a Leader Dog Deferred CGA and specifying the date in the future when annuity payments will commence. The deferral period allows for a higher annuity rate than if you had purchased an immediate CGA.

For more information about establishing a Leader Dog CGA, please contact Roberta Trzos, CFRE, Director of Major and Planned Gifts by phone at 248-659-5014, by email at rtrzos@leaderdog.org, or by post at 1039 South Rochester Road, Rochester, MI 48307.

Information contained in this publication is not intended to represent legal or tax advice or to substitute for such advice. Individuals are urged to consult with their professional advisors when considering charitable planned giving transactions.

Donor Profile

Hazel Banks

Donor Since 1997

What made you decide to support Leader Dogs for the Blind?

Leader Dogs for the Blind was the favorite charity of my late husband, John. When we moved to the area in 1995, we had an Irish Setter named Clancy. John worked for the Oakland Press and Rochester fell into his territory. He would drive by the school and was impressed with what he saw.  He would see the dogs working in downtown Rochester and he wanted our Clancy to have the same quality of veterinary care that Leader Dog gave to their dogs. John called the school to see which veterinarian they used, learned more about the organization, and the rest is history.

Has your focus on giving to Leader Dogs for the Blind changed since your first gift years ago?

At John’s funeral I asked that gifts be made to Leader Dog, along with the two charities that helped us while John was ill, in lieu of flowers. I have now included the school in my estate planning. I also love attending the events. All of them are wonderful. They have allowed me to meet new friends and renew old acquaintances.

Who or what has had the greatest influence on your philanthropic giving?
Both John, my husband, and Bill Hansen, the past President and CEO of Leader Dog, have influenced my giving. I saw how John believed in the work and wanted to be part of helping Leader Dog in a financial way. Bill Hansen invited me for a tour and I was in awe of the depth of the organization. Shortly after my tour, Bill called me and asked if I would like to see “Issue Day,” when the students meet their new dog for the first time. I was honored to be a little part, that day, of experiencing two lives transform - one the student and one the dog. Bill also showed me how the Trekker GPS unit worked and explained to me about the basic and advanced computer classes.

What expectations do you have when you make a donation?
I expect Leader Dog, along with the other few charities I support, to be good stewards of my investment. I also expect them to stay close to their mission.

How and why do you give to Leader Dogs for the Blind? 
I am very particular about which nonprofits I donate to. I can count on one hand the organizations that I support financially. At Leader Dog, you can see immediately what your investment does. I also appreciate the fact that my investment supports people internationally – that is important to me.

What do you expect from Leader Dogs for the Blind in the future?
I expect Leader Dog to continue to be on the cutting edge of ways to help and enhance the lives of people who are blind and visually impaired; while at the same time finding ways to enhance the breeding program, puppy program and of course the training program. Also, following up on the dogs once they are placed in the consumer’s home is something that must continue and could be enhanced.

Puppy Raiser Profile

One Dog Touching Many Lives

Leader Dog “Jaspen”

If you have ever heard the song “My Wish” by Rascal Flats, it describes my feelings perfectly towards this project, but more towards this dog. My name is Jess Schwab, and I am a freshman at Clarion University. 


I chose to raise a Leader Dog pup as my (high school) senior project. In the spring of 2006 my family and I drove to Michigan (from Pennsylvania) to get what would be the dog to change numerous lives. I named her Jaspen because of the “J” and myself being Jess, I thought at least she would have a little of me in her when she left to move on into her training. My family was a little hesitant about me raising Jaspen. As the year went on, Jaspen and I grew closer than ever, I wouldn’t go anywhere without my sidekick. As the year progressed, Jaspen and I made some friends, left our impressions, and touched a lot of people; but mostly it was her doing the touching, she was so people pleasing that she made her mark, not only on my family, but on our entire community. On April 28, 2007, My family and I drove back to Michigan to return her, one of the hardest things I have ever done in my life. It hurts to give love away, but it was wonderful to know Jaspen was going to someone who needs her more than I do.


Now that Jaspen is gone, I still think of her every day. I see something that reminds me of her, or a memory we shared, or something hilarious she did. It makes me smile just thinking about her, even as I sit here typing this. My heart and life are forever changed by this one dog, and I know that the person she is placed with will love her as much as I still do and Jaspen will give her all to them. 


When I heard that Jaspen was placed, it was honestly the first time I felt complete about her. I know she will do great things, I know she will touch that person’s life, and I know I helped her a little along the way. The only thing I truly felt I taught Jaspen was unconditional love, and even then I didn’t have to do much because that’s just what she was - “my love.” I know she will do great things and I know that I was truly blessed to have had her in my life, not only so I could teach her some things, but so she could teach me as well.

“My wish for you is that this life becomes all that you want it to, your dreams stay big, your worries stay small, you never need to carry more than you can haul, and when you’re out there gett’n where you’re gett’n to, I hope you know somebody loves you and wants the same thing too, yeah, this is my wish.”


- “My Wish” by Rascal Flats

Today, Jaspen is leading the way for Deborah Knapp in Iowa. Deborah has been working with Leader Dog for 17 years and looks forward to many happy, productive years with Jaspen. Since being paired together this past February, they have done some traveling and Deborah reports that Jaspen has worked great in every environment they’ve encountered. “Jaspen loves to follow me around the house” says Deborah, “she doesn’t like me to stray very far away.” When asked if there was anything she would change about Jaspen, Deborah is quick to reply, “her snoring.”

Philanthropy

30/30 Club

Lions MD5M Marks 30 Years of Leader Dog Support

The cold winters of Minnesota and Canada make for hearty people, which make for hearty Lions who are hearty Leader Dog supporters. To mark the 30th year of their involvement with Leader Dog, Multiple District 5M established a year-long 30/30 Club. To become a member of 30/30, a Lions Club within the district (which encompasses Minnesota, NW Ontario and Manitoba) had to support Leader Dog to the tune of $30 per member for the year.


By the end of one year, over $82,000 had been raised with 50 clubs earning their 30/30 Club certificate and patch. From pancake breakfasts and chili “feeds” to buffalo dinners – fundraisers of all types were thrown on behalf of Leader Dog.


We’d like to thank all the Lions involved in this unique fundraising effort. Without your continued commitment for the past 30 years, hundreds of people who are visually impaired would have missed the benefit of having a Leader Dog in their life.

Check Us Out!

Leader Dog Alumni, come check us out at the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) Convention in Dallas and the American Council of the Blind (ACB) Convention in Louisville. Several LDB team members will be on hand to answer any questions you have about our programs. Stop by our booth and register to win a Trekker GPS Breeze unit (kindly donated by Humanware) along with GPS training at LDB.  We hope to meet up with you at one of the conventions!

Holiday Card Photo Contest

Amateur photographers, professional photographers, and those who just love dogs, you are invited to enter the Leader Dogs for the Blind 2008 Holiday Card Competition. From the entries received a committee of Leader Dog employees will pick a first prize winner whose photograph will be used as this year’s holiday card. The first place winner will receive a $100 gift card for Best Buy, 2 boxes of the winning card, and be highlighted in an issue of Update. There will also be prizes for the 2nd and 3rd place winners.

Photographs will be judged using the following criteria:

-
Extent to which the photograph captures a holiday or winter theme

-
Extent to which the photograph captures the work and mission of Leader Dogs for the Blind

-
Originality, style, and quality of the photograph

All entries must be accompanied by an application which is downloadable from our website, or can be obtained by calling the number listed below. Please send your entry and application to the following:

Digital Photography (preferred) to: UpdateEditor@leaderdog.org

Standard Photograph to:

2008 Holiday Card Competition

Attn: Update Editor

Leader Dogs for the Blind

1039 South Rochester Road

Rochester, MI 48307-3115

The competition officially begins on June 2, 2008 and ends on August 8, 2008. Leader Dog will not be returning any photographs received for entry into this competition. For official rules and more information, please visit our website at www.leaderdog.org or call 888-777-5332.

Calendar of Events

June 1 Dog Guide class 08-12 begins

June 8 Accelerated Mobility Program class begins

June 15 Basic Computer Skills class begins

June 20 Trekker Camp begins

June 29 Dog Guide class 09-01 begins

July 6 Accelerated Mobility Program class begins

July 13 Basic Computer Skills class begins

July 27 Dog Guide class 09-02 begins

August 1
 Trekker Camp begins

August 15 Trekker Camp begins

August 24 Dog Guide class 09-03 begins

August 31 Accelerated Mobility Program class begins

Professionals

May 7 Orientation, Mobility and Leader Dog Travel  seminar begins

June 4 Orientation, Mobility and Leader Dog Travel seminar begins

July 13 O & M University practicum – Western Michigan University, Northern Illinois University, University of Louisville

Events

June 21 5th Annual Walk-A-Thon at Bloomer Park in Rochester Hills, MI

June 28 Puppy Day at Leader Dog campus

Vision:

The Vision of Leader Dogs for the Blind is to become the most innovative and forward thinking organization in the profession
Mission:

Our Mission is to enhance the lives of people who are blind and visually impaired
Values:

Respect and compassion for people and dogs

Passion for the work

Safety in all we do

Do what is right

Innovation in our field

Teamwork

Privacy Statement

Leader Dogs for the Blind does not sell, share, rent or otherwise disclose personal information regarding our donors to other organizations.
Class 08-06

Team Supervisor Sue Horn
Fabricio Valadez & “Scout” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Erin & Jeremy Curry)

Nadia Morales & “East” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Whitney St. Charles)

Alejandro Orozco & “Coal” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Kristin Hadacz)

Miguel Correa & “Oliver” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Cindee & Arnold Shaffer) Dhayana Puente & “Addie” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Mary Michalik)

Interpreter Myrna de Lourdes Gonzalez

Ricky Collier & “Carter” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Amy McVeigh & Jordan Braun)

Carmen Felix & “Freya” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Mary Beth Wade & Bret Kellam)

Deborah Dayton & “Patrick” Golden Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Nancy & Rocco Corsetti)

Jon Crenshaw & “Denver” Black Lab
Apprentice Instructor Ken Britton

Willie Jones “Hollis” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Lynn McClure)

Ina Arteaga “Jasmine” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Mary Tortorello & Craig Goldwyn)
Laura Still “Kelly” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Nan Nellenbach)

Sergio Hernandez “Pennie” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Kenneth Johnson)

Apprentice Instructor Katie Stamm

Apprentice Instructor Alison Roberts
Karen Gerard “Ivy Green” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Sandy Griffin)

Shelly Blomstrom “Harley” German Shepherd (Puppy Raiser: Linda Ogburn)

David Lopez “Jaelu” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Lucille Belch)

Pauline Ulrey “Sgt. Gunderson” German Shepherd (Puppy Raiser: Linda Wiedewitsch)

Instructor Linda Fisher

Class 08-07

Juan Montero & “Cruiser” German Shepherd (Puppy Raiser: Sheila & John Robertson)

Genaro Terron & “Mason” Golden Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Joan McTaggart)

Maria Carmen Briz & “Theo” Golden Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Geri & Dan Dunn)

Lucinda Santos & “Gus” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Sandy & Steve Arnot)

Enrique Caraballo & “Miles” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Victoria Kalmanek & Michael Agnello)

Team Supervisor Dave Heins, Interpreter Carlos Eira

Apprentice Instructor Laura Burke
Henrietta Kirby & “Lanie” Golden Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Kathy Barker)

Dawn Conklin & “Tanner” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Margot Woodward)

Anita Keisch & “Blackie” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Jon Verstegen)

Dan Butkovich & “Isaac” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Bernie Hickman)
Apprentice Instructor Melissa Weaver
Carroll Jackson & “Hunter” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Brenda Blumling)

Jilene Emerson & “Freedom” Golden Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Ann & Frank Davis)

Donna Miles & “Bonnie” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Linda Lindeman-DeCarlo)

Robert Ogden & “Ranger” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Michele & Jerry Roland)
Jesus Gachuz & “Skipper” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Mick Brzezinski)

Patricia Lopez & “Roxie” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Sharron Schmidgall)

Juan Zuniga & “Pancho” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Angie Wolney & Dennis Sczomak)

Liliana Gonzalez & “Captain” Golden Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Nancy & Paul Colombo)

Alfredo Morales & “Kolt” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Danielle Macklin)

Instructor Tom Hill

Interpreter Carlos Rafael

Class 08-08

Guadalupe Urena & “Zorro” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Katia Locke & Rachel Fuerer)

Dayan Moreno & “Guy” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Rhonda & Mark Wilson)

Wilberth Umana & “Ike” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Lynne Zielinski & Vince Pinelli)

Olman Gonzalez & “Grady” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Sarah & Heather Duyck)

Jeannette Cordero & “Hailey” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Diana Brian)

Patrick Vega & “Meredith” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Adam Sinutko)

Interpreter Jose Ugalde

Instructor Jamie Togal

Instructor Linda French

John Brouhard & “Bailey” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: James Fiedler)

David Ludwick & “Cali” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Colin Mallory)

Don Whitesell & “Angel” Yellow Lab(Puppy Raiser: Dina & Sarah Corrion)

Deborah Knapp & “Jaspen” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Jessica Schwab)

Jean Ludwick & “King” Siberian Husky Cross(Donated: Jean Ludwick)

Patricia Ellis & “Tonka” Golden Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Ross & Ron Schmaeman)
Vanessa Miller & “Myrtle” Labrador Retriever (Puppy Raiser: Bill Dougherty)

Team Supervisor Dayton Johnson

Dana Cretsinger & “Faith” Golden/Lab Mix (Puppy Raiser: Hannah Coyle)

David Rohloff & “Bently” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Danielle & Laura Mohns)

David Holliday & “Deacon” Yellow Lab (Puppy Raiser: Trisha Thompson)

Douglas Songer & “Dapper Dan” Black Lab (Puppy Raiser: Barb Oprea)

Apprentice Instructor Katie Stamm

The Circle of Life

News about our canine partners

New Arrivals

Mia x Jasper – 7 labs

Leyna x Cody – 7 golden/labs

Breezey x Olaf – 9 labs

Sophie x Takota – 7 goldens

Xena x Caillou – 5 labs

Whitney x Tigger – 9 labs

Gracie x Quincy – 6 goldens

Chloe x Malik – 8 labs

Sunnie x Jager – 6 shepherds

Ginger x Baxter – 9 labs

Kali x Ice – 5 labs

Sissy x Tigger – 5 labs

Breeding Stock Retired

Gladys – female lab

Morgan – female golden

Tula – female lab

Breeding Stock Deceased

Jet – female lab

Kate – female lab

Leader Dogs Retired

Grace – Candy Chaney

Timone – Karlene Hite

Logan – Karen Gerard

Marshall – Shelly Blomstrom

Marty – Fred Matta

Wilson – Jon Crenshaw

Sasha – Theresa Coffin

Jack – Carroll Jackson

Seaton – Manuel Rincon

Reggie – Marge Whiteman

Macy – Dana Cretsinger

Cleo – Laurent Chaves

Maggie – Mary Endres

Rose – Debra Haycraft

Toby – Jerry Manter

Leader Dogs Deceased

Baxter – Liza Bruce

Bobby Jo – Dorothy Latimer

Chase – Willie Jones

Chelsea – Tammy Chrisman

Amber – Tracy Whiting

Strauss – Lexi Westphal

Jam – Michael Hinkle

Jessie – Hector Bernal

Sunbeam – Constance Morris

Toby – Doug Spade

Reba – Victor Rodriguez

Sebastian – Lora Barrett

Stoker – Timothy Thome

Maya – Lorraine Harton

Tucker – David Reierson
If you have any questions, comments or would like to submit something for inclusion in Update, please contact UpdateEditor@leaderdog.org.
