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Message from the President
Small Populations Welcome Here
Working at Leader Dogs for the Blind is a mind-opening experience. Prior to coming here I hadn’t met many people who are blind; consequently, my perception of this group of individuals was shaped by misunderstanding and misinformation. This truth was even more pronounced when it came to people who are deaf and blind. 
The Deaf-blind community is pretty small, between 70,000-100,000 people in the United States. So chances are slim that you know someone, or have ever met someone, who is Deaf-blind. 
But today you are lucky. You will get to learn more about this small population of our students. You will get to read about Jason Corning, a young man that focuses on what he can do (which seems to be just about anything) and not what he can’t — see or hear. You will get a small glimpse of the unique communication style of people who are Deaf-blind and your perceptions may change. 
Leader Dog is proud to be the first dog guide school in the United States with a dedicated program to pair people who are Deaf-blind with a dog guide. Thanks to you, our supporters, we are serving more people who are Deaf-blind today than at any time in our history. 
Every month we challenge a new group of students to open their minds to a different way to live their lives. We ask them to open their hearts to their new four-legged companion. Today, I challenge you to open your mind to understanding people that are different than you in a few ways — but are similar to you in many more. 
Best wishes for a happy, healthy and prosperous 2010.

Alumni Spotlight

Confidence is Key
By: Jaret Bozigian – Guest Writer
After Lexington, Nebraska’s last Election Day, the people had spoken and they wanted John Fagot as their mayor for his fourth term. 

John Fagot (pronounced Fay-go) is in his 15th year as mayor of Lexington. Yet, he also moonlights as a bookkeeper at Fagot Refrigeration and Electric, is on the board of the State of Nebraska Department of Labor and is Chairman of the Solid Waste Agency. This equates to one very busy man. 

While working at a fertilizer company in 1983, John was blinded when a hose exploded with 120 lbs of force spraying a chemical that was 251 degrees below zero into his eyes. “After I went blind, I spent the first few years feeling sorry for myself but then I decided to get out and do something,” says John. He participated in the making of a safety video which sold over 5,000 copies. “One day a women came up to me crying and said that I had saved thousands of people’s sight and possibly their lives.” 

Though some people may view him as a sight-saver and a possible life-saver, others may not think John has what it takes to be mayor of a city. When asked if some people look at him differently because he is blind, John replied “I know in my mind that some question my ability.” 

One way John remedies this view is to be prepared. “I always, with the help of my wife, memorize the layout of the room an hour before a meeting or a speech. Then I enter and walk right up to the podium without any help and people always wonder how I do it. But they don’t see the hour of preparation before,” John says with a laugh. “To get people to show confidence in you, you have to show confidence in yourself.” 

Inserted letter from John:

11-24-09

Dear Leader Dog,

I wanted to give you an update on how Izzy [current Leader Dog] and I are progressing. We are not the seasoned team that we will become, but we have made major strides in accomplishing that goal… When attending meetings, making presentations and being around the general public, Izzy is a pro. Her patience and calm appearance is amazing everyone. We have just returned from a national convention in San Antonio and I can tell you that we were amazing — not ego just fact. 

Izzy and my retired Leader Dog “Bailey” are getting along great. I think Izzy has put a spring back into Bailey’s step when the three of us play in the back yard. 
I am giving us a grade of A and we are closing in on an A+… Thank you for everything you have done for me and thank you for Izzy, she is great.

Letters from our Alumni

Dear Leader Dog,

I have a beautiful black lab named Moxy. We graduated in July 2005. We live in a city located in the northwest part of Mexico. My Leader Dog has been a great help to me. I work for the special education department as a teacher. I assist blind students from elementary, junior high and high school in subjects such as adaptive technology and Braille. Therefore, I need to visit several schools, and that’s where Moxy is my savior. She has earned the love and respect of many people including my family, students and co-workers. 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Leader Dog because they gave me a most precious gift which I consider my richest treasure. I commend all of you for giving hope and filling many lives with love.

Warm Regards,

Maria “Auxi” Durán

Dear Leader Dog,

On this occasion of Piper’s 2nd birthday, I want to tell all of you again how much I love this dog. I can’t believe we have already been together for eight months. Piper is so lovable, smart and hardworking. I love Piper’s fast pace and appreciate the fact that he is keeping me in such good shape. My wife Mary used to think she was a fast walker, but she cannot keep up with us. I call Piper my “energizer bunny” because I have not worn him down yet. 

His guide work is great around trash cans and other obstacles. I am so proud of the way he handles lawn sprinklers in warm weather.
After we both got wet a few times, he took it upon himself to watch for the water and guides me to the curb until it is clear then returns to the sidewalk. What a smart dog! 
When we return from our morning walk, Piper likes to wake up Mary. He is not allowed on the bed so he puts the front paws up as far as possible while keeping his back paws on the floor and kisses her awake. He is so much fun when off duty. 

I could go on and on, but I have to tell all of you again what a wonderful job you did raising and training Piper. We will give him hugs and kisses on your behalf and a special treat for his birthday. 

With kindest regards,

Dan Owens

Dear Leader Dog, 

On July 27, 2008, my mother and I started our trip from Indiana to Rochester to drop my dad, Butch Keister, off at Leader Dog to obtain instruction with a dog. The trip was filled with excitement from Dad, a little apprehension from Mom about how their aged dog at home would adjust to a new dog, and a lot of happiness on my part for the anticipation of an independent future for my father. Dad had received his orientation and mobility training from Leader Dog several months before, so he felt comfortable knowing that his 4-week training session with his dog would be pleasant. EVERYONE at Leader Dog was so positive and helpful during his first stay and his second stay was no different. 

On July 30th, Dad was matched with Shilo. During training, Dad would call every day with a new story to tell about his adventures with Shilo. The excitement in his voice was obvious and he could not wait for us to meet his new partner. 

It has been over a year since Dad and Shilo came home. Since then, they attended several conferences. On one trip I learned how much Dad and Shilo really trust each other. Most of the blind individuals at the conference traveled with a cane or with the assistance of a human guide. Dad did not require assistance from us, but relied solely on Shilo to find the door, find the elevator, and find his room. It was amazing to watch them work together. 

I think Dad learned to trust Shilo to be his “eyes” within their first few weeks together. I think Shilo learned to trust Dad to feed him, groom him, and love him within a few days. It took me and the rest of the family a little longer to trust Shilo with the care of our beloved husband and father ... but trust him we do!!! They have a wonderful relationship and Dad enjoys getting out more. I am pleased to see them both so happy! 

I wish to thank all the staff and volunteers from Leader Dog for the “gift” of Shilo. I also thank all the donors that contribute money to enable other visually impaired individuals to receive independence through their Leader Dogs!

Sincerely,

Vicki Western

Dear Leader Dog, 

My Leader Dog “Hanna” and I have travelled to our local mall a couple times on transit with the Trekker Breeze GPS* in tow. The Breeze is wonderful. I have set several landmarks and have found it extremely useful on the bus — the drivers sometimes forget to let you off at a requested stop. My Breeze allows me to keep track of where we are going on transit. Hearing all the street names has been wonderful; it has given me a better understanding of the area and has improved my compass direction awareness when walking. 

Hanna catches on quickly to anything new and I am so impressed with her skill level at such a young age. She is extremely gentle and sensitive and I am learning more about her personality and reactions to situations as we evolve as a team. 

Thanks again for Leader Dog “Hanna” — she is the official tea towel picker upper at home, she likes taking them occasionally from their hanging spot on the fridge handle delivering them directly to me just to let me know she isn’t chewing them — just performing a household chore. 

Take Care,
Laura Shepel 
*For more information on the Breeze GPS program, read ‘GPS Goes to the Dogs’ at leaderdog.org/Update/2009/Issue2.
A Young Man On The Move
Being Deaf-blind Isn’t a Disability for Jason

By Peggy O’Dell, Guest Writer

Leader Dog graduate Jason Corning has visited his favorite city, Washington D.C., many times. In 2007, he even completed his college internship there with the Department of Homeland Security. Like many visitors to D.C., Jason and his Leader Dog “Spencer” toured the White House, visited the monuments and soaked up the history. But on a special trip last summer, Jason did something that most people can only dream about: he met with President Barack Obama in the White House. 

As the recipient of the Wisconsin Council for Exceptional Children “Yes I Can” award, Jason was one of six young adults invited to meet the president. The day began with a private tour of the White House, which included rooms that are not part of the public tour, and ended in the Oval Office. 

The President was waiting in the doorway of the Oval Office to greet them, and Jason was the first to meet him and shake his hand. “He is taller than I thought he was, and he has a nice smile,” Jason recalled. 

President Obama congratulated the group on their accomplishments, and pledged the support of his administration to the Deaf-blind community. Jason thought that even Spencer sensed what a special occasion it was. “He just stared at the President like he honored him too,” Jason said. Spencer was rewarded with a presidential pat on the head. 

At 23, Jason is a young man on the move. As a student at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, he spent time studying in Ireland, and found the Irish to be very welcoming to people with disabilities and their service dogs. 

“The Irish people treated Spencer like he was a person,” Jason said. “They didn’t come up to him and start to pet him or make comments, and they didn’t mind him sitting on a seat in the bus, sleeping in a public hostel bed, or parking in a private garden.” One tour bus driver even produced a blanket for Spencer to lie on to make him more comfortable. 

At home, Jason travels the country working with teens and young adults at Deaf-blind camps, schools and conferences. From rainy Seattle to sunny Georgia, Jason enjoys his role as mentor. “I want to spread the word that Deaf-blind people have value,” he said. “And help them to get into the real business world like ‘normal’ peers and become successful.” 

Jason received his Bachelor’s of Business Administration degree in May 2009, and shortly after began interviewing for a position with the federal government. He is not allowed to disclose any details yet, but he has received a Conditional Job Offer. “A CJO means that they offer you the job but it’s not official yet until the clearance is complete,” Jason explained. 

If all goes well, Jason will be packing up and moving to Washington D.C. permanently. One of the many things he likes about the city is how easy it is to get around. “There are so many options of public transportation, like the metro, city bus, and train,” he said. Perfect for a young man on the move.

Beyond Speaking
Deaf-blind Communications
Many people are familiar with the famous scene from “The Miracle Worker” when Anne Sullivan pumps water into a young Helen Keller’s hand while signing the word “water” into the other. It is a life-changing moment for Helen; she is learning tactile sign language. 

Tactile sign language requires the people in the conversation to physically touch each other in order to communicate. The person “speaking” signs into the hand of the “listener,” while the “listener” cups their hands around the “speakers” hands to feel the words being formed. Because this is such an intimate form of communication, instructors only train one or two people per class. 

Some of the Deaf-blind students that come to Leader Dog do not use tactile sign language. They may have enough sight to see sign language close-up or may have enough hearing, with the help of hearing aides or cochlear implants, to hear someone from extremely close range. 
Name Signing
In the Deaf community, the sign representing a person’s name is given to the person by someone that is Deaf. Often the sign combines the first letter of the person’s name with an attribute distinct to the individual – their vocation, a favorite hobby, or a personality trait. This is also true when a person who is Deaf-blind “names” their Leader Dog.

Tammy “Ally” Ader signs the name of her Leader Dog “Marnie” by combining the finger positioning for the letter “M” with the sign for “proud.” Ally thought this was good sign for Marnie because of the pride she displays when she is wearing her harness 
Anna Sparks’ Leader Dog is “Sadie Mae.” She signs the name by combining the finger positioning for the letter “S” then letter “M” with the sign for “smile.” She chose this sign because Sadie Mae always seems to be happy and smiling.
Helen Keller and the Lions
On June 30, 1925, Helen Keller addressed the Lions International Convention. Her compelling speech set the Lions on course to work tirelessly to aid people who are blind and visually impaired. 

Helen ended her address with the following appeal. Would you have been able to resist her request? 

“Will you not help me hasten the day when there shall be no preventable blindness, no little deaf blind child untaught, no blind man or woman unaided? I appeal to you, Lions—you who have your sight, your hearing, you who are strong and brave and kind—will you not constitute yourselves Knights of the Blind in my crusade against darkness?”

Department Profile

Readings for the Blind
Continuing Their Mission Through Leader Dog
In the 1960s, services for people who were visually impaired were limited. Elizabeth Stone found this out when looking for recordings of school books for her two sons who were visually impaired. Unable to find the recordings her sons needed, Elizabeth began to record them herself. Soon other parents were requesting her services for their children – and Readings for the Blind was established. 

Readings for the Blind has been providing recordings for people who are visually, physically and learning impaired for 44 years. Like many other nonprofits, recent economic conditions made it impossible for them to continue their program. Unwilling to completely end their program, Readings approached Leader Dog with the idea of incorporating their expertise into the Leader Dog organization. Leader Dog jumped at the offer. 

“Our two organizations have many similarities that make this a good match,” says Gregory Grabowski, president and CEO of Leader Dog. “Both organizations have been privately funded from the beginning, neither has ever received state or federal funding, and we both have an extremely strong base of dedicated volunteers. Our organizations understand each other.” 

“Though we are sad that Readings for the Blind will no longer exist as its own nonprofit, we are glad that Leader Dog will be able to benefit from our knowledge of recording services,” explains Lisa Sowa, executive director of Readings for the Blind. “Readings has always existed for our clients, and in Leader Dog we have found another nonprofit with the same belief. By transferring our program so they can record in-house materials for their students, the essence of what Elizabeth Stone wanted when she founded Readings – to provide audio recordings of materials needed for educational and life enhancing pursuits – will continue under their watch.” 

Leader Dog will now be able to provide more materials to students in an easy-to-access audio format. This will enhance our communication process for decades to come. 

Million Dollar Charity Challenge

Leader Dogs for the Blind is proud to be one of 50 charities that received a grant from the Art Van Furniture Million Dollar Charity Challenge. Art Van designed these grants as challenge gifts to encourage other organizations and individuals to donate and maximize fundraising opportunities. 
Leader Dog needs your help in securing gifts to help match this generous $19,000 grant. All donations received through this issue of Update will be used to fulfill the Art Van Challenge. Please make your gift today.
When you visit an Art Van Showroom in Michigan, be sure to let them know you are a fellow Leader Dog supporter.
Donor Profile

Gerry Weber
Donor since 2001
Why did you start donating in 2001? 
Being part of Leader Dog helped me work through my grief and sadness after my husband passed away. One night on TV I watched a program about blindness. It compelled me to go to Leader Dog the next morning to see how I could help. 

I decided to donate money for a German Shepherd puppy. A week later, a couple was coming in from Iowa, Carol Ann and Randy Kirkbride, to pick up a German Shepherd puppy they were raising for the school for one year. I spent time with the Kirkbrides and we quickly became friends. Randy and Carol Ann are now like my adopted kids. They make many trips to Leader Dog, sometimes several times a month, and they spend time with me on each visit. They even call me “Mom.” 

Carol Ann and Randy are responsible for the puppy program at the Iowa Correctional Facility. Last year I was able to visit the prison and learn more about the program. I must tell you, my life was changed after seeing the prisoners work with the puppies. 

Why do you continue to give to Leader Dog?
I think Leader Dog is the best nonprofit in the world! For over 70 years they have been helping the blind to see — with a four-legged hero. Leader Dog has not had one blemish in their 70 years. That is rare in this day and age. I know that my dollars have a direct impact on the life of a blind or Deaf-blind person. 

Greg, the new president, is doing a terrific job of taking care of the organization and securing its future. I know many of the employees and I feel they are special people who are dedicated to the mission — not the job.

What would you like to say to current or potential donors? 
At Leader Dog you can witness the change in the lives of people who are blind. You see tears in their eyes as their dogs guide them down the street or around campus. 

Leader Dog has done so much more for me than I have done for them. Everybody should give, even just a little. If you give a little, try to give more. We must keep the school going for another 70 years! 
Mission Moment
“Every day when I go on my ‘adventures’ I won’t be alone. I’ll be part of a team and have a buddy and companion by my side.” Gretchen Maune and her 1st Leader Dog “Keeper”

Foundation Profile

May Mitchell Royal Foundation 
Providing Assistance to Those in Need
May Mitchell Royal was legally blind when she passed away at age 90. She never had a dog guide. Because her blindness struck late in life, Mrs. Royal did not experience the dog guide life style; but she knew about it. 

She decided long before her last days that upon her passing a foundation in her name would be established to provide assistance to those in need, especially to people with vision loss. 

The May Mitchell Royal Foundation has been generously supporting Leader Dog since 1981. “My mom would be proud of the amazing accomplishments at Leader Dog,” said Ruth Lishman, 86, Royal’s daughter. “We are happy to be a part of these accomplishments.” 

Mrs. Lishman recalls always having dogs while growing up and she remembers a very early experience with a dog guide that has stuck with her throughout her life. “I remember that in grade school - about 75 years ago - a man visited our classroom with his dog guide, a German Shepherd named Buddy,” she said. “I was amazed to see what his dog could do.” 

Mrs. Lishman serves on the May Mitchell Royal Foundation board with her sons, Ross and Michael Kennerly, and Foundation President Susan J. Hartley. Susan’s father, Richard O. Hartley, Esquire was Mrs. Royal’s attorney and was instrumental in creating the foundation. 

“Leader Dogs for the Blind is just a great fit for our foundation. We enjoy knowing that our grants are helping people live better lives through their partnership with a trained Leader Dog,” said Ms. Hartley. “I hope that our giving will help inspire others to get involved.”

Leaving a Legacy 

“You have not lived a perfect day, even though you have earned your money, unless you have done something for someone who never will be able to repay you.” This quote by Ruth Smeltzer captures the essence of what is possible through a planned gift. 
Over the past 70 years, many individuals have made planned gifts to Leader Dog; these tens of millions of dollars have sustained us through tough financial times. These gifts are needed every year to allow us to fulfill our mission. 
Please consider making a planned gift to help ensure that Leader Dog will be here for another 70 years to serve people who are blind or Deaf-blind. You can choose from several planned giving options.
Securities: Transfer an appreciated asset held for more that one year to Leader Dog. You receive a tax charitable deduction for the full fair market value with no capital gains tax payable on the asset’s appreciated value.
Life Insurance: Designate Leader Dog as a beneficiary on your current life insurance or purchase an additional policy with Leader Dog as the sole beneficiary.
Charitable Gift Annuity: Donate assets (usually money or securities) to Leader Dog in exchange for fixed annuity payments. You receive the current income tax charitable deduction for the gift portion of the donation, part of payments may be a tax-free return of principal, and capital gains tax on transfer can be spread over your life expectancy. Our fixed annuity interest rates are extremely favorable. 
Bequest: Direct a portion of your estate to Leader Dog in your will. 
IRA Rollover: If you are over 70½, transfer your IRA(s) directly to Leader Dog. This will not count as a charitable deduction, but the amount is excluded from your gross income for federal income tax purposes. 
If you would like to discuss which option is best for you, contact Roberta Trzos, CFRE, director of personal giving, at 248.659.5014 or rtrzos@leaderdog.org.
Lead in the Holidays 2009

Fun, Food and Fundraising
On Saturday, November 21, 2009, we held our 18th annual Lead in the Holidays at the Royal Park in Downtown Rochester. This is the signature fundraising event for Leader Dogs for the Blind. Over 500 guests enjoyed the evening and set the mood for a wonderful holiday season. 

Leader Dog would like to thank everyone who generously donated and added to the success of the event! Mark your calendar for next year — the Saturday before Thanksgiving. We are sure you will enjoy the event! 
The following captions describe pictures taken at Lead in the Holidays. 1. Leader Dog “Maddy” greets Leader Dog “Kaitlyn” with a welcoming sniff. There were many dogs on hand, both as guides or with Leader Dog instructors, and they seemed to enjoy the evening almost as much as the humans. 2. Leader Dog Graduate Len Quinn was again our live auctioneer. Assisted by Chief Philanthropy Officer Melissa Weisse and Leader Dog “Ginger,” Len kept the auction lively as the bids went higher and higher. This years live auction items included vacations in Fort Lauderdale; Snowmass, Colorado; and Maui. Other items were a hot air balloon ride, several golf packages, and Mach I Racing classes at Michigan International Speedway. 3 & 4. Many items brought in more than their estimated value during the silent auction as party-goers got into the spirit of the season. Items included a custom painted pedal car, Detroit sports memorabilia, and spa packages. 5. With over 20 local restaurants on hand serving their signature dishes, food – including everything from fondue to bananas foster – was abundant and tasted great. 6. To add to the festive mood, we added music to this year’s event which was moved from Sunday to Saturday to allow for extra time to dance and mingle.

Chuckie, Chester and The Block Institute
Two Career Change Dogs That Will Make a Big Difference
Many people haven’t heard of Exercise Induced Collapse (EIC). EIC is a genetic disease that is seldom fatal, but can cause a dog to weaken and become uncoordinated when physical exertion is combined with extreme excitement. Dogs with EIC are not candidates for guide work. 
2009 marked the first time that a test for EIC was available, and Leader Dog’s entire breeding colony was tested to see if they carried the EIC gene. Several of the dogs did. Consequently, any litters that were the result of two parents that had EIC had to be career changed. 
Two black Labradors, Chuckie and Chester, belonged to one of the career changed litters. And though they were not destined to be Leader Dogs, both Chuckie and Chester had an important job ahead of them. 
Through a collaboration with The Block Institute in New York City, a school for children and adults with developmental disabilities, Chuckie and Chester are training to be therapy dogs for the students. “We have already seen a significant change in the children who interact with or see the dogs,” says Gina Maranga, director of program operations at Block and “mom” to Chester. “Everyone just lights up when they see the dogs, some of the adults in particular. They know their names and call to them. Some of the children that don’t speak very often are vocalizing more and are given to very spontaneous reactions when the dogs are present.” 
The students are not the only ones who have been positively affected by Chuckie and Chester. “They’ve had a remarkable impact on the staff,” reports Gina. “The dogs put everyone more at ease and have made everyone more approachable.”
The Story of Fernando & Finn

If you haven’t already read the story of Fernando Benitez, his Leader Dog “Finn,” and Finn’s puppy raisers, the McBrides, on our website, we encourage you to do so. Their touching story is just one example of the importance of our mission, our volunteers and our supporters. 

You can read the story and view video and a photo scrapbook at www.leaderdog.org/fernando&finn.

Department Profile

Nine New Future Leader Dogs
C-Section Delivers All Safely
Just like humans, there are times when a mother and offspring are better served having a scheduled cesarean section delivery. Recently, we completed a planned c-section on one of our female breeding stock dogs, Sophie. There were more pups than anticipated, and all were slow to revive, so many team members were needed to keep all the pups, and mom, safe.
The following captions describe pictures taken during the      c-section. Photo at Top Left: Leader Dog team members Ellie Carlson and Barb Upmeyer successfully revive a newly born pup.
Photo at Top Right: The c-section team included Danielle Dockter, Jacqueline Schniete, Sandy Frick, Barb Upmeyer, Carrie Pryce, Dr. Kelly Wilson, Ethan Wilson, Dr. David Smith, Debbie Komondy, and Ellie Carlson.
Photo at Left: Once the procedure was complete, the pups cuddled together and promptly took a nap.
Website Update
Password Change Needed
In early 2010 we will be launching several new features on our website. Due to the changes being made, people currently registered on our website will need to change their password. 

Temporary passwords will be sent to all registered email addresses along with instructions on how to change your password. The first time you logon to leaderdog.org after receiving the email, you will be required to change your password. 

Online supporters that donate on a recurring basis will be personally contacted to discuss the options for updating payment information. 

If you are not currently registered on our website, please check it out at leaderdog.org. You can learn more about Leader Dog and register to receive our monthly eNewsletter.

Philanthropy
A Knight for the Blind
Kansas Multiple District 17 Lions
It’s amazing what Lions can do when they put their minds to it. 
In the summer of 2008, Bryce Day, then district governor from District 17-N Kansas, visited Leader Dog. He had heard about the school from his good friend and Leader Dog Graduate Richard “Buss” Brauer. He had seen first hand how having a Leader Dog had impacted Buss’s life. But it was his visit, meeting the staff, and learning about the programs that lit a fire in Bryce’s heart. 
Upon returning home, Bryce contacted Buss and said, “Let’s do something for Leader Dog.” And so they went to work. 
They envisioned a true gala event, including dinner with silent and live auctions, called “A Knight for the Blind.” Their plan was ambitious. “People said I was crazy,” says Bryce. “Hundred dollar tickets? In a recession? But we refused to believe we couldn’t make it happen.” 
A committee was organized to sign up corporate sponsors, organize the dinner and program, publicize the event, solicit auction items from businesses and individuals, and sell tickets. Lots of tickets. 
The first annual Knight for the Blind Gala rose over $30,000 for Leader Dog. This event catapulted Multiple District 17 into the list of the Top 15 Leader Dog Multiple Districts in terms of support. “More importantly,” says Buss, “The event raised the visibility of Lions and Leader Dog in Kansas and brought great publicity to the great work of both organizations.” 
Plans for 2010 are already underway with a goal to make the event bigger and better each year. “Leader Dogs for the Blind has invested a lot of money, time, and energy in me,” says Buss. “They gave me my life back and I want to make sure that they will always be there for me and for others who need their services.” 
Leader Dogs for the Blind would like to thank the Kansas Lions and everyone that supported the Knight for the Blind Gala.
A Unique Way to Support Leader Dog
Motor City Auto Art Mavens
Most people are aware of Detroit’s rich automotive history. But few are aware that the automotive art created in Detroit is among the best in the world. 
The Motor City Auto Art Mavens are a group of local pinstripers, sign painters and airbrush artists whose skills have been passed down from master to apprentice for decades. They combine the handcrafted traditions of the past with the technology of today to help preserve this important art form. 
Each year the Mavens exhibit their skill and art at the Autorama Car Show in Detroit. Last year the group, which is 100% volunteer, donated all the proceeds from the sale of their art to Leader Dog. In 2009, they raised over $35,000 for Leader Dog programs. 
This year’s “Pinstripers Charity Panel Jam,” again supporting Leader Dog, will be held at Detroit’s Cobo Hall on February 26-28, 2010. Auto artists from across North America will travel to Detroit and join the Mavens in creating art in support of LDB. 
Leader Dogs for the Blind would like to thank all the Motor City Auto Art Mavens for their continued support. To learn more about the organization, visit their website at motorcityautoart.com.
Calendar of Events
Students
January 3 Accelerated Mobility Program class begins

January 10 Dog Guide class 10-07 begins

January 29 Trekker class begins

February 7 Dog Guide class 10-08 begins

February 14 Accelerated Mobility Program class begins

February 26 Trekker class begins

March 7 Dog Guide class 10-09 begins

March 14 Accelerated Mobility Program class begins

March 26 Trekker class begins

April 4 Dog Guide class 10-10 begins

April 11 Accelerated Mobility Program class begins

April 23 Trekker class begins 

Professionals
February 21 O&M University seminar begins – Stephen F. Austin State University, Mohawk College

Vision: The Vision of Leader Dogs for the Blind is to become the most innovative and forward thinking organization in the profession
Mission: Our Mission is to enhance the lives of people who are blind and visually impaired
Values: Respect and compassion for people and dogs
Passion for the work
Safety in all we do
Do what is right
Innovation in our field
Teamwork

Privacy Statement
Leader Dogs for the Blind does not sell, share, rent or otherwise disclose personal information regarding our donors to other organizations.
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