
1039 S. Rochester Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307

Toll Free: 888/777.5332
Phone: 248/651.9011

LeaderDog.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Rochester, MI
Permit No.104

 Issue 3 | 2017

Update
Leader Dogs for the Blind

Traveling in Urban Environments
Catalina Martinez and Leader Dog Elroy

We promised a new event that would differ from the 
familiar, but still raise awareness about our mission. 

We sincerely hope you will join us on Friday, March 9, 2018 
for a meal like no other. Dine under blindfold at our Dinner 
in the Dark, at MGM Grand Detroit (in the Grand Ballroom). 
The night will include a “blind” wine pull and a powerful 
program featuring Leader Dog clients.

Ticket Prices:  

 $125 (dinner only)
 $225 (VIP) 
 Includes: two drink tickets, passed  

 hors d’oeuvres, blindfold walk with a Leader   
 Dog in training and “blind” wine tasting

Dress: Snappy casual

Follow us on Facebook (Leader Dogs for the Blind) for event announcements. Pre-purchase your 
tickets starting December 1, 2017.

SAVE th e DATE



Greetings,

As we enjoy this beautiful fall weather in Michigan and prepare for colder 
weather ahead, I want to reflect on the Leader Dog mission and the 

“why” behind our programs and services. 
For people who are blind or visually impaired, the loss of sight is only 

the beginning of a life-changing reality. The simplest to the most complex 
everyday tasks may become daunting and can lead to depression, anxiety 
and isolation. The number of individuals who are blind or visually impaired 
is growing every year and the statistics are staggering:

 285,000,000 people are visually impaired worldwide 

	1,300,000 people are legally blind in the United States 

	75,000 people become blind or visually impaired each year in the U.S. 

	90% live in low-income settings worldwide 

	60% of those who are working age are unemployed in the U.S. 

	10% travel independently with a cane or guide dog 

Whether they were born without sight or lost sight later in life, people who are blind or visually impaired 
endure hardships most can barely imagine. That’s where we come in. From white cane training (as part of our 
Accelerated Orientation and Mobility Training) to matching people with a Leader Dog, we provide the tools and 
skills to introduce or reintroduce people to a life of independence, confidence and companionship. 

As the holidays approach, you may be making travel plans to connect with family and friends. You will 
navigate planes, trains and automobiles. You may head out to the countryside or into a big city. Our clients will 
do the same. Regardless of where our clients travel, Leader Dog provides the training to ensure they can do 
so safely and independently.

In this issue, you will learn more about our urban travel guide dog class in Chicago. Designed for people 
who live, work or travel in large city environments, this specially focused training helps clients and their 
Leader Dogs learn how to safely navigate crowded streets, subways, elevated trains and other elements 
unique to large cities.

I wish you and your families a safe and happy holiday season, wherever your travels may take you.

Susan M. Daniels
President and CEO
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Q&A with Leader Dog Client Kathryn “Kim” Paulk

New York can be an overwhelming city to navigate for anyone, but 
imagine taking on this environment if you are nearly blind and 

have severe hearing loss. That’s what Kim Paulk does every day with 
assurance, finesse and Leader Dog Gemma.

 
What is your favorite thing about living in NYC?
My very high level of independence and inclusion, which allows 
me to work, live, socialize and enjoy many forms of recreation—all 
independently! I enjoy life more every day because I find myself walking or 
riding to go and do the things that are true to my heart.

What is the best thing about having a Leader Dog in a big city?
The ability to go anywhere I wish at any time I like with genuine confidence. 

 
What is the hardest thing about having a Leader Dog in a big city?
The challenge of educating cab drivers, bicyclists and others around the rules and laws pertaining to service 
dogs. I have found great success thanking those drivers who do pick me up, bicyclists and so forth, because 
we then engage in an educational conversation that results in great service, good will and lets them 
experience first-hand just how personable people with disabilities can be. 

What type of work do you do?
After raising my family, enjoying volunteer work and welcoming 
seven grandkids into my life, I have my first job with a financial 
paycheck! I am a full-time technology sales advisor at a major 
global corporation. 

How do you get from home to work each day?
Each day Gemma leads me on a five-minute walk to the 
subway station. We catch the train for a 10-minute ride 
and then we have another five-minute walk at the other end. 
Gemma has the timing down pat and hops up into position 
ready to guide as the subway car doors open.

What would you say to a person who lives in a large 
city and is considering getting a Leader Dog?
Having a Leader Dog in the city provides a level of safety and 
independence that is incredibly liberating and builds great 
confidence. I have never been treated with a higher level 
of respect in my life, and it is all because I am perceived 
as what I really am—very independent—by most of the 
community, my co-workers and friends. 
 

Taking Her Bite of the Big AppleMessage from the President and CEO

Kim and LD Gemma enjoy Central Park.

Kim takes the subway each day to and 
from work.
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Greetings from Canada. I just wanted 
you to know that Mr. Ziggy has exceeded 
all our expectations as a Leader Dog. 
He’s a healthy, happy, hardworking 
companion. He really enjoys exploring 
new environments. Whether we are in 
the bush camping or in a downtown 
setting, he does his job well. At home he 
is very relaxed and loves our winters. 
This September marked five years 
since Mr. Ziggy and I were matched.

Yours truly,
Bruce Boyd

Lady has truly changed my life. I’m more independent and 
more confident out in public. Her guiding work is amazing 
and when we were at Bark & Brew all the Future Leader 
Dogs, people and music did not faze her one bit!

Lady and I have been a team for almost two years. 
We have come so far. In August of 2016, I had the 
opportunity to meet Lady’s puppy raiser at Fort Dodge 
Correctional Facility and it was very emotional for me to 
say thank you for raising Lady. Kevin [the inmate raiser] 
and I were both crying and everyone around us was in 
tears. When I told Kevin I flew to Iowa, just Lady and 
I, he asked if that was the first time flying on my own. 
I replied YES! He whispered, “I’m so proud of you. It 
sounds like Leader Dog Lady has changed your way of 
life.” I replied, “Absolutely.” 

I believe in the quote “A dog can change the way 
you see the world.” I see the world through Leader Dog 
Lady’s eyes... it’s the best way to see! I love life and my 
adventures with Lady because it’s always something 
new—and I can do it with confidence and, most of all, 
independence. Thank you to everyone at Leader Dogs for 
the Blind for changing my life! 

Sincerely,
Dawn & Leader Dog Lady Rudolph

Rockne is doing extremely well and 
is absolutely adorable. He has pretty 
much become our local celebrity. We 
can’t go anywhere without women 
flocking to us. Our church has also 
pretty much adopted him and tried to 
claim him as their own. It’s been really 
great to have their support. 

He has absolutely been the 
perfect dog for me. His intelligence 
and obedience is phenomenal. We 
have so much fun together. That’s 
why I’m attaching photos to share 
our happiness with you. Thank you 
so much for giving me such an 
outstanding dog.

Johnathan Dixon

Bruce Boyd and LD Ziggy enjoy a camping trip.

Johnathan Dixon and LD Rockne

Dawn Rudolph (left), LD Lady and Leader Dog President & CEO Sue Daniels pose for a photo at the 2017 Bark & Brew event.

Brock Ewing gets a lesson on how to work a fire hose from a City of Troy fire fighter during Summer Experience Camp.

My son, Brock Ewing, attended your summer 
camp and he enjoyed it to the fullest! I was 
so pleased by your staff, activities planned, 
and how clean and nice the campus was. The 
staff was so caring and sweet—I could tell you 
guys love what you do and it made me feel 
comfortable leaving my son in another state. 

Brock couldn’t stop talking about the 
great things he experienced; how nice 
people were to him; how he met new, cool 
friends; and how he learned new stuff and 
taught others. He was so happy it brought 
me to tears. So, I want to thank all of your 
staff and sponsors for making our lives 
better! This is a special program that I will 
rave about! I appreciate you giving my son 
this amazing experience!!!
 
Sincerely, 
A pleased mother, Dawn Wolfe

... more lettersLetters from our Alumni     Presented by Presented by
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“You get everything in 
Chicago,” says Catalina, “Droves 
of people, people on bikes… 
and the traffic.” But she cites 
one of the biggest hazards as 
the constant noise that can be 
overwhelming and distracting 
to both her and her guide dog. 
“Being able to train with Elroy in 
an environment that is a bit busier 
than downtown Minneapolis (near 
where I live now), really helped me 
learn how to keep him focused on 
me and working, and not on the 
surrounding environment when 
we travel.”

Another element of training 
in Chicago that proved very 
useful was learning how to safely 
navigate street construction. 
“Minneapolis is just finishing 
remodeling the downtown for 
the Super Bowl in February. 
Elroy’s an expert at moving 
through the construction—
orange cones, broken cement, 
temporary sidewalks, having to 
go into the street if the sidewalk 
is blocked—we experienced all 
of that in Chicago.” Once, after 
maneuvering a very complicated construction area like a champ, Catalina felt Elroy stop and look up at her 
as if saying, “Where’s my praise?” So, Catalina “whooped it up” in front of everyone because she was so 
proud of him.

Prior to her recent retirement, Catalina worked for the federal government, which required a bus to 
downtown Minneapolis followed by several blocks of walking to get to her office. “Minneapolis can get pretty 
cold, like 10 below zero cold. On these days, Elroy and I would take Metro Mobility* to work because I didn’t 
want him to hurt his paws.”

Living in an urban area can make it difficult to find open spaces that are safe for your dog to play, 
especially when, like Catalina, you won’t frequent dog parks because you don’t know the health and 
temperaments of the dogs there. Instead, Catalina sets up “play dates” for Elroy with some of her friends who 
also have service dogs. They have access to a big backyard where the dogs can run and play. “He’s a hard 
worker,” says Catalina, “So I believe he deserves a chance to play hard.”

If you or someone you know is interested in finding out more about urban guide dog training, please 
contact our client services department at 888/777.5332.

*Metro Mobility is a door-to-door transit for people with disabilities.

Traveling in an Urban Environment

In 2013, Leader Dog conducted our first urban travel 
guide dog class in Chicago. Designed for people 

who live, work or travel in large city environments, 
this specially focused training helps clients and their 
Leader Dogs learn how to safely navigate crowded 
streets, subways, elevated trains and other elements 
unique to large cities.
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Catalina Martinez spent over four decades living 
in Chicago and still visits family in the area. The 
layout of the city is second nature to her and she 
seldom gets disoriented. She respects how tricky 
and dangerous it can be navigating Chicago; this is 
why she was so pleased to be able to train there with 
her first Leader Dog, Elroy.

“Elroy loves working 
in the city. When 
he’s walking and 
he’s happy, I can 

feel him prance; so 
then I believe he’s 
enjoying himself – 
he’s focused and 
he’s stimulated.”  

~Catalina Martinez

Catalina works LD Elroy on the streets of Chicago under Guide Dog Mobility Instructor Jamie Togal’s 
direction during the October 2013 urban training.

Catalina takes a break to give LD Elroy some love after working the busy Minneapolis streets where they live.
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Urban Training in Chicago with GDMI Jamie Togal Acclimating Puppies to an Urban Environment

Jamie has been a LDB guide dog mobility 
instructor (GDMI) for 14 years and a team 

supervisor for 7 years.

“The first thing is always to keep your puppy in mind when taking them into an urban environment,” says 
Leader Dog Puppy Raiser Frank Grzesik. “You need to watch that it doesn’t have sensory overload. 

Some dogs need to be acclimated in doses while others just take all the ‘big city busy’ in stride.”
Luckily for puppy raisers in the Chicago metropolitan area, they have Puppy Counselors Frank and Erin 

Grzesik to help them introduce their Future Leader Dogs to the Windy City. By planning group outings in 
high traffic environments such as the Shedd Aquarium and O’Hare International Airport, the Grzesiks assist 
raisers while also raising their 11th puppy, Future Leader Dog Bowie, a German shepherd.

“We try to do outings at Shedd 
once a year. We’ve even had 
raisers travel from Michigan to 
join us,” says Frank. “The dolphin 
show is a big draw, but it seems 
more for we humans because the 
dogs don’t show much interest 
during the program.” However, 
when walking through the tank 
areas of the aquarium, the 
puppies are often intrigued by the 
fish and want to sniff the tanks. 
Shedd is also great for distraction 

training, with kids dropping popcorn on the floor, raisers are taught how to curb their puppy’s “appetite” for 
grabbing things off the floor.

Simulated plane travel is made available for puppy outings at O’Hare International Airport due to the 
great relationship Frank has with American Airlines. Raisers and puppies are able to board a plane, the doors 
are then closed, the cabin is pressurized and the plane is taxied back and forth in the gate area during the 
simulation. This, along with going through security and walking through the terminal, are great experiences 
for the puppies.

If you come across a Future Leader Dog wearing a blue bandana, whether in Chicago on in your own 
neighborhood, help the raiser teach it good manners. Approach slowly to help keep the puppy calm, try to 
keep eye contact with the raiser and always ask before petting. 

Q&A with GDMI Jamie Togal

Why did LDB start training in Chicago?

We wanted to provide an immersive experience for 
clients who live, work or travel in large, urban areas. 
We have urban experiences in Michigan in bits and 
pieces, such as riding the elevated train in Detroit or 
crossing seven lanes of traffic in Birmingham, but we 
don’t consistently have the large number of people 
and heavy street traffic like in Chicago.

How did LDB set up training in a remote location?

We conducted scouting trips about a year ahead of the 
first class to look for suitable work areas and learn 
the transportation system, such as access points to 
the “L.”* We looked at hotels both inside and outside 
the city limits to find one that accommodated our 
training needs. We also mapped training routes 
throughout the city so we could expose the client/dog 
teams to as many unique environments as possible.

Do clients stay in or outside of the city?

We stay in Oak Park, a suburb of Chicago. This area 
allows us to gradually ramp up the difficulty of the 
environment that the dogs and the clients experience. 
We work in Oak Park the first day to get everyone 
settled in, then move into the city. Our hotel is located 
close to the Green Line** so we ride it every day to 
get into and out of Chicago. This allows the teams 
to practice commuter travel and simulates a routine 
someone might have every day going to work. 

Why is this training important?

Traveling in an urban environment can be difficult 
for someone who is blind. For these clients to be 
able to face these challenges for the first time 
with the guidance of their GDMI gets them off to a 
strong, safe start. I find that tackling this challenging 
environment together accelerates the bond between 
the client and their Leader Dog because of the faith 
and confidence they build in each other.

*L – Chicago’s elevated rapid transit system
**Green Line – one route of the transit system

GDMI Jamie gives clients John DiMarco and Catalina Martinez 
some freedom to work their Leader Dogs back to the hotel after 
an afternoon of training. The clients instruct their dogs to follow 
Jamie down the sidewalk.

Client John DiMarco works his Leader Dog, Shadow, through the 
crowds of a busy downtown Chicago afternoon during urban training.

You now have the opportunity to support Leader Dog in a new way 
through sponsorship of a Future Leader Dog. For $500, you receive a 

frameable 5x7 photo, several wallet-sized photos to share, a personality 
profile and an official certificate of sponsorship. This would make a great 
gift for that hard-to-buy-for person who loves Leader Dog (or just loves 
dogs in general). With six puppies to choose from, you’re sure to find one 
that fits your personality!

For more information, go to LeaderDog.org/sponsor-a-puppy.

Symbolic Puppy Sponsorships—A Great Gift Idea

Westley is just one of six puppies  
available to sponsor.
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Q&A with GDMI Jamie Togal

Why did LDB start training in Chicago?
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GDMI Jamie gives clients John DiMarco and Catalina Martinez 
some freedom to work their Leader Dogs back to the hotel after 
an afternoon of training. The clients instruct their dogs to follow 
Jamie down the sidewalk.

Client John DiMarco works his Leader Dog, Shadow, through the 
crowds of a busy downtown Chicago afternoon during urban training.

You now have the opportunity to support Leader Dog in a new way 
through sponsorship of a Future Leader Dog. For $500, you receive a 

frameable 5x7 photo, several wallet-sized photos to share, a personality 
profile and an official certificate of sponsorship. This would make a great 
gift for that hard-to-buy-for person who loves Leader Dog (or just loves 
dogs in general). With six puppies to choose from, you’re sure to find one 
that fits your personality!

For more information, go to LeaderDog.org/sponsor-a-puppy.

Symbolic Puppy Sponsorships—A Great Gift Idea

Westley is just one of six puppies  
available to sponsor.
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Diabetes affects approximately one out of every 11 people in the United 
States. In fact, according to the Centers for Disease Control, one out 

of every four people with the condition does not even know that they have 
it. This is because diabetes, along with its effects on the eyes, produces no 
symptoms at early stages.

Diabetes is a disease in which the body can no longer properly process 
food for energy. Due to this, glucose (the body’s form of cellular energy) builds 
up in the blood stream. The chronic build up of glucose in the bloodstream 
damages blood vessel walls thus restricting blood flow. This eventually 
damages organs, including the eyes.

Diabetic eye disease is a group of conditions that, in severe stages, can 
cause blindness. Risk factors include the duration that the person is diabetic, 

blood glucose control, other cardiovascular 
diseases and smoking. The most common type 
of diabetic eye disease is diabetic retinopathy.

An important study on diabetic retinopathy, the DCCT (Diabetes Control and 
Complications Trial), demonstrated the importance of controlling blood glucose 
in the prevention of diabetic eye disease. In this study, it was demonstrated 
that a decrease in the patient’s HbA1C by 10% was able to lessen the risk of 
diabetic retinopathy by approximately 44%.

Your primary care physician can give you the value of your HbA1C and 
instructions on how to keep this value inside normal range. In addition, routine eye examinations with 
your optometrist or ophthalmologist are vital for early detection and to allow prompt intervention which 
minimizes any impact on your vision.

For additional information about keeping your eyes healthy visit us at midwesteyeconsultants.com

Keeping Your Eyes Healthy—Diabetic Retinopathy Presented by

Article by Dr. Kendra Cunegin, O.D.

IRA and Donor-Advised Fund Gifts

Mission Moment
“[It’s] really cool her name is Freedom because that’s what 
it means to have a guide dog. The cane was freedom for 30 
years but a dog changes that freedom dramatically! I [can 
now] travel even more by not having to hold on to a person.”

Francisco DeLima and his second  
Leader Dog, Lady Freedom

(class 18–01)

Many people age 70½ and older find that the distribution 
they are required to draw from their Individual 

Retirement Account (IRA) exceeds their needs. So, they end 
up paying income taxes on funds they currently do not need. If 
this is your situation, there is a special provision allowing you 
to make a gift to Leader Dog directly from your IRA without 
having to pay taxes. This provision lets you maximize tax 
savings while making a positive impact on people who are 
blind or visually impaired.

Because of their tax benefits, donor-advised funds (DAF) 
are becoming another popular vehicle for charitable giving. 
Making a gift to Leader Dog through your DAF helps ensure that we are here for generations to come.

“I find that gifting the minimum required distribution from my IRA to Leader Dogs for the Blind is a 
great way to reduce my taxable income,” says Dr. Allen Turcke, Leader Dog donor. “My donor-advised fund 
is another good way to support Leader Dog, and my other favorite charities, by donating some of my assets 
while I am still alive… and I get to see where my money is going.”

Please contact Lora Cabarios, director of national personal giving, at 248/650.7109 or Roberta Trzos, 
manager of gift planning, at 248/659.5014 for further information.

Presented by

Illustration of a healthy eye compared to an eye with diabetic retinopathy Eye with diabetic retinopathy

We are going GREEN for our February 2018 issue of Update! The issue will only be produced 

digitally so make sure you are signed up to receive Update electronically by going to 

LeaderDog.org and clicking the “sign up for email updates” button on the lower left-hand side 

of the page. The June and October issues will continue to be produced in all formats.
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Every Purchase Equals Support

After opening its headquarters in Rochester Hills 
in 2015, Chief Financial Credit Union launched 

a unique partnership with us, first creating the 
Leader Dog Visa credit card and now introducing 
the Free Kasasa Giving® Rewards checking 
account with Leader Dog debit card.

With the Free Kasasa Giving® checking account, 
you earn an impressive interest rate on your account 
balance, nationwide ATM fee refunds and donations 
for Leader Dog with every debit card purchase 
over $5. Simply put, Chief Financial makes rewarding 
yourself and supporting Leader Dog as easy as making 
everyday transactions. Chief Financial is thrilled 
to be the only financial institution offering a giving 
program like this with us.

These creative ways to give are part of the 
Share the Rewards program that has helped Chief 
Financial contribute more than $100,000 to us. 
“Chief Financial is a full-service credit union with 
a heart. Even while they’re busy excelling at what 
they do, they are passionate about giving their time 
and support back to the community they serve,” 
said Sue Daniels, Leader Dog president & CEO. 
“This makes us proud to call them a Leader Dog 
corporate partner.”

“We take our responsibility to offer products 
that give our members financial acumen, great 
rewards, competitive savings and ways to give back 
to our community very seriously,” said Tom Dluzen, 
president & CEO, Chief Financial Credit Union. 
“Chief Financial and Leader Dog supporters share 
a deep passion for our canine companions and the 
life-changing services that Leader Dog provides 
to people who are blind or visually impaired.” The 
Share the Rewards program makes it easier than 
ever for the community to support and give back 
to Leader Dog. More than money, it’s a way to 
pay it forward. For more information about Chief 
Financial Credit Union and the Share the Rewards 
products, visit chiefonline.com.

A Grand Finale for the Grand Tour

After 7,000 miles and many aching muscles, the 
Grand Tour.ORGanization had their final endurance 

watercraft ride on Lake Michigan this past August. The 
annual fundraiser began with a few personal watercraft 
enthusiasts who wanted to earn “bragging rights” for 
completing a 350-mile ride, and developed over 20 years 
into a “summer family” that together supported Leader 
Dog. This family grew to include the riders, land support 
crew, local Lions clubs and Leader Dog puppy raisers. 

The Grand Tour has always been an endurance ride, 
not a race. The riders end each day together, making 
a grand entrance riding into the evening’s location 
as a group. This year’s final destination, the Holland 
Marina, proved to be difficult to reach when the riders 
encountered rough waters. After everyone was safely on shore, they celebrated with a banquet which included 
awards for the top fundraisers.

Grand Tour Event Director Michael LaBelle has been involved since the ride’s inception in 1997; he took over 
as director in 1999. Though he was unable to participate in the entire final ride, Michael hopped on a watercraft 
to lead the group into Holland one last time. At the banquet he presented Leader Dog with a donation of $19,500 
from this year’s event. This brings their grand total to over $344,000 raised for Leader Dog!

The Grand Tour.ORGanization has had a tremendous impact on Leader Dog. In honor of their 
commitment, they will have permanent recognition on our campus—their name on a suite for dogs in training 
in the canine development center. The annual ride will be missed, but this group of dedicated riders and land 
support crew will always be a part of the Leader Dog community.

Participants of the final Grand Tour pose for a group picture in 
Mackinaw City before starting their 3-day endurance ride. 

Instructors on Team 2 take a moment from training to rest 
their dogs by the fountain located in the hotel lobby. 

GDMI Ashley Ayers does some urban training on the 
street in front of the beautiful MGM Grand Detroit.
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ITLeader Dog really hit the jackpot when the MGM Grand Detroit partnered with us and welcomed our guide 
dog mobility instructors and Leader Dogs in training into their beautiful facilities in Detroit. The dogs gain 

valuable experience learning how to ignore distractions when working around the hotel and through the lights 
and sounds of the casino.

“MGM Grand Detroit is proud to support an organization that is not only important in our local community, but beyond 
Metro Detroit,” says Mike Neubecker, MGM Grand Detroit President and Chief Operating Officer. “We will pull out all of the 
stops as home of their Dinner in the Dark event in March 2018 to ensure it is a memorable and successful night.”

Training at MGM Grand Detroit
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Lions International Convention—Fun, Organized ChaosLeader Dog Loses Two Dear Friends and Board Members

Follow the Leader    Visit us online at LeaderDog.org

30,000 Lions Club International members from around the world... 4th of July weekend in Chicago... a 2.6 
million square foot convention center with seating for 18,000 people. Sound daunting? Imagine navigating 

this environment without being able to see. Imagine being a guide dog leading through the organized chaos. 
Leader Dog teams (and Lions) Richard Kent and LD Easy, and Pauline Ulrey and LD Satch, have navigated 
many tricky environments, but nothing on this scale.

“I had never been in this type of environment 
with Easy before,” says Richard Kent. “My ability to 
get around the convention so easily is due to the 
training that Leader Dog provided to both me and 
Easy. We learned that anytime you are in an area 
with a lot of congestion you have to take it slow. 
Easy gets excited a little bit, but the control we both 
learned helps tremendously.”

Pauline Ulrey had a similar experience, “From 
leading our relatively quiet lifestyle in a residential 
neighborhood with no sidewalks, attending this 
convention was the total opposite. Navigating 
revolving doors, escalators and thousands of 
people was a challenge; but we finally found 
a consistent route from the entrance [of the 
convention hall] to the Leader Dog exhibit space.”

Though neither Richard or Pauline attended 
urban training in Chicago, their years of experience working with their dogs helped them to successfully 
travel through the chaotic fun that is the Lions International Convention.

Legacy Society

Recently, the Leader Dog team lost two long-standing members of our Board of Trustees—Tom McNulty 
and Debbie Dayton. Tom and Debbie were both fiercely passionate about the Leader Dog mission, working 

to help us positively impact the lives of our clients.

Tom McNulty
April 10, 1939–August 28, 2017

Tom served on our Board of Trustees for 25 years! He was a tremendous leader 
and a major catalyst for the significant and meaningful changes Leader Dog made 
throughout his tenure. Tom was integral in the hiring of our first-ever chief financial 
officer, establishing governance practices, implementing term limits for Trustees 
and establishing the Leader Dogs for the Blind Foundation.

In addition to his passionate leadership, Tom and his family supported Leader 
Dog generously and steadfastly through their philanthropy. The McNultys made 
significant gifts for both the residence and the canine development center, provided 
support for general operations, attended many events and introduced new people to 
the organization. His guidance, dedication and friendship will be greatly missed.

Debbie Dayton
January 4, 1954–August 11, 2017

Debbie began her connection with Leader Dog in September 2001 when she was 
matched with her first Leader Dog, Joshua. Over the next 16 years, she was matched 
with Leader Dog Patrick and recently with Leader Dog Desmond. All three of 
Debbie’s cherished Leader Dogs were male golden retrievers.

Debbie was appointed to our Board of Trustees in 2005. In this role, and in her 
role as an active Lion, Debbie was an outstanding ambassador for Leader Dog, our 
clients and our canines. She attended district and state Lions conventions, gave 
keynote speeches at multiple events each year and served as a Lions District Leader 
Dog Chair for over 10 years. 

Debbie also took time to mentor many potential Leader Dog clients. We referred 
numerous individuals to her for support and information, both about working with 
a Leader Dog and living with loss of sight in general. Debbie had a wonderful way 

of calming fears and providing support while answering questions and giving great information and insight. 
Many clients made the decision to come to Leader Dog as a result of a conversation with Debbie. Her kind 
demeanor, giving spirit, positive outlook and determination to succeed will forever remain as part of her legacy.

New Legacy Society Members

Creating a provision for Leader Dogs for the Blind 
in your estate plans is a true partnership. 

This prestigious society was established to 
recognize donors who have included Leader Dog in their 
financial or estate plans. 

Please contact Roberta Trzos, CFRE, manager of 
gift planning, at 248/659.5014 to learn more about the 
Legacy Society.

Dr. Jesse O. Bolinger, PhD

Terry Lewytsky

Dan & Sherril Przewrocki

“Everyone was so delighted to see such beautiful dogs and were 
amazed how they adapt and work with us,” says Lion Richard 
Kent, pictured here with several Lions club members from Chile.
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Update
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Traveling in Urban Environments
Catalina Martinez and Leader Dog Elroy

We promised a new event that would differ from the 
familiar, but still raise awareness about our mission. 

We sincerely hope you will join us on Friday, March 9, 2018 
for a meal like no other. Dine under blindfold at our Dinner 
in the Dark, at MGM Grand Detroit (in the Grand Ballroom). 
The night will include a “blind” wine pull and a powerful 
program featuring Leader Dog clients.

Ticket Prices:  

 $125 (dinner only)
 $225 (VIP) 
 Includes: two drink tickets, passed  

 hors d’oeuvres, blindfold walk with a Leader   
 Dog in training and “blind” wine tasting

Dress: Snappy casual

Follow us on Facebook (Leader Dogs for the Blind) for event announcements. Pre-purchase your 
tickets starting December 1, 2017.

SAVE th e DATE


